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EDITOR’S NOTE

B
efore the novel coronavirus came along, the names of various pharmaceutical 

companies and collaborations around the world were not present in the 

background noise of our everyday lives. Nobody particularly cared about all the lab 

research that went into keeping the world population alive and well, as long as the 

medicine strips and bottles were widely available. The pandemic has changed that. 

Names like Sinopharm, Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, Oxford-AstraZeneca and more are 

rolling off everyone’s tongues and dominating social media conversations. Along with 

these names — all related to COVID-19 vaccine development — a phrase that has gained 

currency is “efficacy rate”, quantified as a percentage figure. Very few people out there 

fully understand what this means, but to the general public, the higher the percentage, the 

better the vaccine. 

As a result, despite the mass inoculation campaigns around the world, many people are 

holding out for a vaccine with a higher “efficacy rate”, instead of accepting the vaccine 

that’s offered to them right now. We could call this “vaccine FOMO”, the irrational fear of 

missing out on the vaccine that’s perceived as the ‘best’ in the market, though in reality 

there’s no such thing. 

Our cover story this month has gone into as much detail as possible in a non-medical 

journal to decode the mysterious vaccine efficacy rate. We really had to brush up our maths 

for this, but the effort is completely worth it, if it will persuade every 999 reader and their 

friends to visit the nearest vaccination centre.

There are other numbers pertinent to this pandemic. Those are of household budgets 

and how much people are able to spare right now for their provision shopping every 

month. Based on a recent study that shows 75 per cent of UAE consumers have changed 

their shopping habits because of COVID-19, we ask expats how they make the best use of 

their cash.

Another one of our features based on research specific to the UAE shows that the 

repugnant phenomenon of cyber-bullying amongst teenagers is a disease for which there’s 

still no complete cure. However, the researchers have thoroughly analysed the situation 

and have come up with recommendations that would apply to the nationwide school 

system. One of those recommendations is to strengthen the teaching of moral education in 

UAE schools, which leads to character building and role models.

In this issue, we present two kinds of characters: the right kind and the wrong kind. One 

of our features is on the UAE’s first female astronaut, and the first female mechanic— 

they’re pioneers we should all be proud of. Another feature is on social media fame addicts 

who commit dangerous acts to gain visibility and followers — they’re offenders who violate 

laws and cultural norms. It’s clear which category of characters our young people should 

look up to, so that the positive traits rise from an early age and the negative ones wither 

away. Only then can all the gains of the UAE be fully preserved.

National progress is a constant journey. Never resting on its laurels, the UAE has now set 

out to make itself a global hub for food technology, with the inauguration of a new complex 

in Dubai and its on-going investments in the kind of innovation that’d make a hundred 

crops grow in the desert.

Beyond these, in an off-beat feature, we bring you a closer look at the history of UAE 

currency and what the various designs represent. After reading this, you’ll look at your 

dirhams and fils with much more interest.

Wish you a good summer and good health.
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NEWS

UAE leaders pay tribute to Armed Forces

THE country’s leaders extolled the UAE Armed 
Forces as a vital institution that further strengthens 
the nation’s core foundation. 

In a speech carried by the Nation Shield to 
mark the 45th anniversary of Armed Forces 
Unification Day, President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan said supporting 
the institution remains a strategic priority for the 
country. The President also praised those who 
lost their lives in service and reserved a special 

mention for Emirati servicewomen.
His Highness said the occasion “coincides 

with a new era as the country is foreseeing new 
horizons and establishing a new comprehensive 
development goal for the next 50 years, through 
proactive, long-term plans and visions”.

Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
stressed that supporting the UAE Armed Forces 

helps “reinforce the independence of the UAE's 
political decision-making process, support its 
economic diversification efforts, and supply the 
Emirati scientific community with citizen expertise 
and capacities”.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, affirmed that the unification of Armed 
Forces in the emirates on the historic May 6, 
1976 had sent a clear message to the whole 
world that the UAE was established on solid 
foundations under one banner and with a single 
national spirit.

“We are fully confident that, during the next 
five decades, our Armed Forces will be a 
symbol of heroism, courage and sacrifice 
without limits, and will be up to the national 
responsibility entrusted to them, because what 
governs their work is their love for the nation 
and their willingness to defend it at any cost,” 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said.

UAE ranks first in regional COVID-19 resilience 

President issues federal decree appointing Deputy Minister

UNDER the leadership of President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE’s 
staunch battle against the novel coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) with multi-pronged measures 
is now bearing fruit as the country was hailed 
the No.1 most resilient nation in the region and 
No. 8 globally for its pandemic response.

The directives and close monitoring of HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan has issued a federal decree 
appointing Huda Al Hashimi as Deputy 
Minister of Cabinet Affairs for Strategic Affairs.

Al Hashimi is the Chief of Strategy and 
Government Innovation in the UAE 
Government. She also manages the 
Mohammed bin Rashid Centre for Government 
Innovation, which aims to implement and 
support innovations and new working models 
adopted by government authorities.

Al Hashimi also serves as Member of Dubai 
Executive Office; Director of Government 
Sector Development Department at the Dubai 

Ruler of Dubai and HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, on recent COVID-19 
developments paved the way for the country’s 
impressive 69.7 score in the COVID-19 
Resilience Ranking of the Bloomberg Index. The 
index used a wide range of data to capture 
where the pandemic was being handled most 
effectively. It ranked countries according to 

Executive Council; and Board Member of 
various entities such as the UAE Gender 
Balance Council, the Dubai Women’s 
Establishment, and the Supreme Committee of 
the Mohammed bin Rashid Smart Education 
Programme. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration from the Higher Colleges of 
Technology, where she graduated with honours 
and received the Sheikh Rashid Award for 
Scientific Excellence. She is an alumni member 
of the London Business School and was 
enrolled in the Mohammed bin Rashid Centre 
for Leadership Development programme.

testing rates, vaccine access and freedom of 
movement.

Dr Saif Al Dhaheri, Official Spokesperson of 
the National Crisis and Emergency Management 
Authority, underscored: “The UAE has proven 
that it is one of the most successful model in 
managing the pandemic.”

As of press time, the country has administered 
nearly 11.6 million doses of the COVID-19 
vaccines.

Huda Al Hashimi
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Mohammed bin Rashid amends parts of Judicial Authorities law

VP names Ahmed bin Saeed as Chairman of DWTCA

Vice President approves expansion of DIFC objectives

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 

Dubai, issued Decree No. (16) of 2021 

appointing His Highness Sheikh Ahmed 

bin Saeed Al Maktoum as Chairman of the 

Dubai World Trade Centre Authority 

(DWTCA).

His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed 

currently serves as President of the Dubai 

Civil Aviation Authority; Chairman of Dubai 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, issued a new law to expand the 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, issued 
Law No. (11) of 2021 partially amending 
Law No. (13) of 2016 concerning the Judicial 
Authorities in the emirate of Dubai.

Under the new legislation, the Secretariat 
General of the Dubai Judicial Council will be 
responsible for providing the administrative 
services, information, statistics and research 
required by the Council to carry out its 
functions and responsibilities. The Chairman of 
the Judicial Council will define the functions 
and responsibilities of the Secretariat General.

Airports and Dubai Holding; and Chief 

Executive and Chairman of Emirates 

airline.

The DWTCA is responsible for managing 

the Dubai World Trade Centre Free Zone, 

which hosts major exhibitions, conferences 

and events throughout the year. 

The appointment comes in time for the 

Arabian Travel Market 2021, the first 

mega in-person shopping event being 

hosted by the Dubai World Trade Centre. 

strategic objectives 
of Dubai 
International 
Financial Centre 
(DIFC).

The new law aims 
to further boost 
Dubai’s position as 
a global hub for 
financial services 
and promote the 
values of efficiency, 
transparency and 
integrity.

As part of its new objectives, DIFC shall 
work to advance Dubai’s sustainable 
economic growth, develop and diversify its 
economy, and increase the GDP contribution 

The Vice President also issued Decree No. 
(21) of 2021 appointing Dr Saif Ghanem Al 
Suwaidi as Secretary General of the Dubai 
Judicial Council. 

In related news, His Highness signed Decree 
No. (15) of 2021 dissolving the Special 
Tribunal to settle disputes related to Amlak 
Finance PJSC and Tamweel PJSC formed by 
the virtue of Decree No. (61) of 2009.

The decree states that all complaints and 
lawsuits that have been reviewed by the 
Special Tribunal and haven’t received a final 
judgement yet will be referred to the concerned 
Court of First Instance at Dubai Courts.

of the financial services sector, in order to 
promote investment into Dubai and to attract 
regional and international investors. 

The Dispute Resolution Authority that 
existed under the previous Law will operate 
as two separate bodies under the new Law 
in the form of the DIFC Courts and the 
Arbitration Institute. This will allow each 
body maximum opportunity for growth and 
proper allocation of resources in respect of 
their separate mandates.  

In addition, the new law allows the 
DIFC President to exempt certain federal 
and local government authorities, 
companies and other entities from the 
application of any DIFC laws or 
regulations being applicable to them 
when present in the Centre. 

HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum
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VP, Crown Prince discuss next phase of UAE’s growth

Mohamed bin Zayed, Biden boost bilateral relations

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince, Saudi Crown Prince hold talks

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince 
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE Armed Forces, discussed ways to 
accelerate the country’s return to normality and 
plans for the next phase of growth. 

“At our recent meeting, my brother Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid and I discussed a variety of 
projects and plans for the future of the UAE," the Abu 
Dhabi Crown Prince tweeted. 

Their Highnesses also addressed several 
programmes to further provide decent lives, social 
stability and happiness to all UAE nationals.

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, and United States President Joe 

The UAE leaders vowed that under the 
leadership of President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, they would 

Biden discussed over 
a phone conversation 
the historic ties that 
bind their countries 
and ways to 
strengthen their 
bilateral relations.

During their 
conversation, the two 
leaders tackled 

cooperation in the fields of clean and 
renewable energy, environmental protection, as 
well as climate change and the importance of 
enhancing global efforts in this field forward, in 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, and His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, held talks to review the latest regional 
and international developments.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
conveyed the greetings of President HH Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan to HRH King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, wishing him continued good 
health and wellbeing. 

The two leaders also exchanged wishes for 
their nations' continued development, progress 

continue the legacy of the UAE’s founding leaders 
who brought to the fore the Emirati spirit that 
values developments and achievements. 
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light of the results and commitments of the 
recently held Leader’s Summit on Climate.

The two leaders discussed a number of issues 
and the latest regional and global 
developments of mutual concern, especially the 
recent events in the Middle East and Horn of 
Africa regions.

The two sides stressed the significance of their 
alliance to enhance peace and cooperation, 
as well as the role of diplomacy to settle 
regional conflicts and crises.  

The US President extended his congratulations 
on the occasion of the UAE's forthcoming 
50th-anniversary celebrations.

and prosperity and 
prayed to Allah Almighty 
to spare all of humanity 
from the repercussions of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Following the meeting, 
His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed 
tweeted: “During a 
meeting with my brother 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman in Jeddah, we discussed our strategic 
relations and common goals.” 

“We also exchanged views on several 
regional and international issues and explored 
our strengthened cooperation for the stability of 
our region,” His Highness added.

The Abu Dhabi Crown Prince underlined the 
staunch, longstanding bond of brotherhood 
between the UAE and the kingdom. He affirmed 
that the UAE-Saudi relations, which stemmed from 
mutual respect, kinship and common interests, 
serve as a model for promoting stability, security 
and prosperity in the region.
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Saif bin Zayed honours 7th Edition of 'Holy Quran Tahbeer' winners

UAE's Interior Minister, South African Minister reaffirm bilateral cooperation

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, honoured the 
winners of the 7th Edition of the "Holy 
Quran Tahbeer and its Sciences Award 
2021" in a virtual ceremony.

The session was attended by 5,407 
participants from 81 countries.

The Interior Minister congratulated the 
winners and conveyed his appreciation for 
the role they play in enhancing the true 
image of Islam.

His Highness Sheikh Saif also stressed 
that the UAE supports people whose 
principles are based on human 
compassion and sympathy.

The ceremony, which was moderated by 
Emirati journalist Ahmed Al Yamahi, 
showed a video presentation about the 
story of the Award as well as the values 
and principles it aims to pervade. 

The Award aims to encourage Muslims in 

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, has reaffirmed the 

UAE-South Africa's close bilateral 

the Arab and Islamic world to compete in the 
recitation, tajweed (intonation) and sciences 
of the Holy Quran. It targets to direct the 

cooperation through a diplomatic 

correspondence sent to South African 

Police Minister Bhekokwakhe ‘Bheki’ 

Hamilton Cele.

youth to get a full understanding of the spirit 
of Islam, as well as its humanitarian message 
for the world at large.

The diplomatic cable, which was 

personally handed out by UAE 

Ambassador to South Africa, HE Mahash 

Saeed Al Hameli, to Cele during their 

meeting, lauded the burgeoning ties 

between the two countries and ways to 

strengthen them in various aspects.

The UAE Ambassador also conveyed the 

greetings of Sheikh Saif bin Zayed and his 

wishes to the government and people of 

South Africa for further progress and 

prosperity.

For his part, Cele reciprocated the 

greetings of the UAE Interior Minister and 

hailed the close relations between the UAE 

and South Africa.

In April 2020, the UAE has sent seven 

metric tonnes of medical supplies to South 

Africa to bolster the country’s efforts to limit 

the spread of COVID-19. It came within 

the framework of the UAE's ongoing efforts 

to assist other nations in their battle against 

the pandemic.
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NEWS

Ministry of Interior bolsters strategic projects, workplace safety

Civil Defence’s meeting discuss digitalisation, firefighting trends

Al Khaili 

Al Marzouqi (3rd from left) leads a Civil Defence General Command meeting

Development Council at the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI), led the Council’s virtual 
periodic meeting for 2021 and discussed 
the report of the Project Management and 
Shared Services Office for the first quarter, 
as well as other topics on the agenda 
including the process of development work 
for strategic MoI projects and initiatives. 

The meeting resulted in several 
recommendations that serve the security, 
police and administrative work in the Ministry. 

Al Khaili also opened a virtual 
workshop, titled ‘Health and safety in the 
workplace’, organised by the General 

THE Civil Defence General Command at 
the Ministry of Interior held a regular 
meeting of firefighting centres to discuss 
development plans and digitalisation 
approaches. It also talked about studying 
global firefighting trends.

Held in Umm Al Quwain, the meeting 
was spearheaded by Major General Dr 
Jassim Mohammed Al Marzouqi, General 
Commander of Civil Defence. During the 
meeting, the centres’ virtual inspection/ 
assessment was launched to support 
remote work methodologies. The meeting 

Directorate of Strategy and Performance 
Development, represented by the Quality 
Management Centre for Environment, 
Health and Safety.

The online workshop coincided with the 
celebration of World Day for Health and 
Safety at Work. Al Khaili stressed that the 
MoI pays great attention to workplace 
safety, a reason why it adopted a general 
policy on the environment, occupational 
health and safety pursuant to the directives 
of the federal government. This policy 
sought to put the MoI at the forefront of the 
best sustainable environmental practices. 

MAJOR General Staff Khalifa Hareb Al 
Khaili, Chairman of the Institutional 

also tackled the paperless centres' project 
and underlined the importance of IT 
systems for civil defence preparedness. 

One of the main topics discussed at the 
meeting was the study of future trends in 
firefighting and the adoption of global 
best practices to support this sector’s 
strategic indicators in the UAE.

Al Marzouqi emphasised the need to 
enhance the quality of civil defence 
services by staying up to date with the 
best international practices and 
standards, in line with the UAE 

government’s goal to make this country 
one of the safest in the world. 

The meeting was attended by Brigadier 
Mohammad Abdulla al Nuaimi, Director 
General of Firefighting and Protection; 
Brigadier Salem Alai Al Naqbi, Director 
General of Resources and Support 
Services; Colonel Dr Salem Hamad bin 
Hamda, Umm Al Quwain Civil Defence 
Director; and centre directors. The 
meeting was virtually attended by division 
heads and centre officers from all across 
the UAE.
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Al Mazrouei inspects Al Shabiya Police Station

Abu Dhabi Police launch virtual police history tour

the police station, and listened to a 

briefing on the organisational structure. 

Stressing upon increasing productivity 

by using scientific methodologies and 

utilising partnerships, he said that Abu 

Dhabi Police are working to become 

one of the best police authorities in the 

world.

establishment of Abu Dhabi Police in 

1957 and the stages of development 

that made Abu Dhabi the safest city in 

the world. The virtual tour of the Police 

Museum included a look around Al 

Murabaa Castle, a historical and 

cultural symbol.

The researcher highlighted the 

importance of preserving the police 

legacy, which was an integral part of 

shaping the national identity and 

contemporary Emirati personality. He 

pointed out that Al Murabaa Police 

Museum was a tourist destination for 

many and a space for knowledge 

exchange.

enhancing security following 

international best practices.

The inspection tour included meeting 

with several customers and listening to 

their observations on the process of 

lodging complaints at the police 

station. Al Mazrouei also checked the 

work progress, initiatives and efforts of 

MAJOR General Staff Pilot Faris 

Khalaf Al Mazrouei, Commander-in-

Chief of Abu Dhabi Police, toured Al 

Shabiya Police Station in Abu Dhabi 

and was briefed on the most important 

development plans and initiatives.

Al Mazrouei was accompanied by 

Major General Muhammad Suhail Al 

Rashidi, Director of the Criminal 

Security Sector, Colonel Hamad 

Abdullah Al Niyadi, Director of the 

Capital Police Directorate, as well as 

directors and officers of the centre. The 

tour was part of a strategic plan for 

performance assessment in various 

sectors, departments, and police 

centres.

During the inspection, he affirmed the 

keenness of the Abu Dhabi Police 

General Command in implementing the 

directives of the wise leadership and 

upgrading work systems, thereby 

Al Mazrouei (seated, right) checks the customer service system at Al Shabiya Police Station

THE Literary and Reading Committee 

of Abu Dhabi Police, in coordination 

with the Community Police 

Department, organised a virtual field 

tour at Al Murabaa Police Museum in 

Al Ain. The tour, titled ‘Al Murabaa 

Castle – Abu Dhabi Police History’, 

was remotely attended by members of 

the public.

Brigadier Dr Jamal Muhammad Al 

Naqbi, Chairman of the Committee, 

spoke of the Committee’s keenness to 

implement quality initiatives and 

activities; exchange knowledge and 

visions that are aligned with the 

values and principles of UAE society; 

and introduce the police legacy to the 

community.

Sheikha Al Muhairi, Director of the 

Libraries Department at the 

Department of Culture and Tourism – 

Abu Dhabi, praised the cooperation 

between Abu Dhabi Police and DCT, 

and the two parties’ keenness to 

support the wise leadership’s vision of 

sustainable development.

Hamid Abdullah Al Muzaini, a 

researcher in the history of Abu Dhabi 

Police, emphasised the General 

Command’s interest in preserving its 

legacy and in introducing to society 

all the major events since the 

Security And Safety For All

JUNE 2021 11999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



Al Marri (centre) speaks with Dubai Police officials

Al Marri spearheads performance appraisal session

highlighted the vital role of officers and 
staff of the Department of Command and 
Control Centre in maintaining safety and 
security.

During the first quarter of 2021, the 
average time for police patrols to reach 
emergency scenes was only 2.47 minutes, 
whereas the targeted response time was 6 
minutes. In the first quarter of 2020, the 

average response time was 4.57 minutes. 
The average time for police patrols to 

reach non-emergency scenes was 9.25 
minutes in Q1 2021, compared to 10.53 
minutes in Q1 2020.

Al Marri reviewed the results of Dubai 
Police’s emergency hotline 999; it 
received 1,101,051 calls in the first three 
months of this year compared to 
1,353,269 calls during the same period 
last year. 

The total number of calls answered 
within 10 seconds was 1,098,848 this 
year, thus achieving 99.79% on the 
emergency response indicator.

He also reviewed the statistics of the 
901 call centre, where the total number of 
received calls was 170,323 in Q1 
2021, and 154,565 were answered 
within 20 seconds. This is comparable 
with 164,874 calls received in Q1 
2020, and 132,176 calls answered 
within 20 seconds.

Dubai Police win big at innovation awards
LT General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, along 
with Eng. Hassan Omar, Chairman of Dubai 
Quality Group, attended the group’s 
appreciation ceremony for a number of 
police officers winning the ‘UAE Ideas’ 
award in its 9th edition for 2020 and the 
‘Ideas Arabia’ award in its 15th edition for 
the same year. 

The ceremony was also attended by 
Brigadier Ahmed Mohammad Rafei, Acting 
Assistant Commander-in-Chief for 
Administrative Affairs; Lt Colonel Dr Ibrahim 
bin Sebaa Al Marri, Chairman of the 
Innovation Council in Dubai Police; and the 
winners in various categories.

The Dubai Police General Command had 
won a total of six awards, including an 
individual award for ‘Executive Leadership’, 
won by Major Khaled Al Mazrouei, and five 
awards for qualitative and innovative projects 
and initiatives, which are: the ‘Zero Customer’ 
project in Customer Happiness Centres; the 
smart ‘Alert’ system; the ‘Student Collaborating’ 
initiative; the Security Innovation Lab; and the 
‘International Accreditation of the Dubai 
International Civil Aviation Security Centre by 
the International Civil Aviation Organisation – 
ICAO’.

Omar congratulated Dubai Police for winning 
the awards, stressing that the police force has 
always been a pioneer in applying the latest 

technology and providing creative initiatives 
in various fields. After the ceremony, he 
accompanied Al Marri to the Command and 
Control Centre of Dubai Police, where he 
was briefed about the centre’s services, traffic 
movement in Dubai, procedures and actions 
taken once a report is received and until a 
patrol reaches the scene. 

Al Marri also looked at a system for 
monitoring patrols using satellites, 
monitoring external roads with modern 
cameras, a three-dimensional map that 
covers all areas of the emirate, serving 
people of determination, patients and 
elderly citizens through the programme 
‘Your Safety by a Touch of a Button’. 

LT General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, 
chaired the performance appraisal meeting 
of the General Department of Operations 
during the first quarter of 2021, in the 
presence of a number of officers.

The meeting discussed the latest 
updates and the results of implementing 
the previous meeting's decisions. He 

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR NEWS ROUNDUP

Fujairah Police implement ‘Roads for Life’ campaign 
THE Fujairah Police General Command, 
represented by the Traffic and Patrols 
Department, launched the events of the 
World Traffic Week 2021 under the 
slogan ‘Roads for Life’ within the 
framework of instilling the principles of a 

safe traffic culture in all segments of 
society. This is part of the Ministry of 
Interior and Fujairah Police’s strategy to 
make roads safer.

Colonel Saleh Mohamed Abdullah Al 
Dhanhani, Director of the Traffic and 

Patrols Department, indicated that the 
World Traffic Week embodies the strategic 
goal of making roads safer for all road 
users by implementing the highest safety 
standards for vehicle drivers.
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Sharjah Police offer assistance for hearing impaired at licensing centre

RAK Police roll out four 
happiness initiatives 

UAQ Police activate smart 
system to catch tailgaters

THE Executive Team for Happiness and Quality of Life in Ras Al Khaimah 
Police has launched four initiatives in 2021 so far to make employees happy.

Brigadier Jamal Ahmed Al Tayer, Director General of Resources and 
Support Services and General Supervisor of the Executive Team, praised 
the team’s great contributions to many achievements, despite the 
challenging circumstances of the COVID-19 outbreak. The team followed 
all necessary preventive and precautionary measures. These efforts reflect 
the ability, competence and excellence of team members to enhance the 
security and safety system.

Lt Colonel Khaled Ahmed Al Nokhatha, Head of Strategy and 
Performance Development at Ras Al Khaimah Police, enumerated the four 
initiatives as follows: Empowerment and Training; Incentives Initiative; 
Happiness Initiative; and Your Protection Matters to Us.

THE Traffic and Patrols Department of Umm Al Quwain 
Police General Headquarters announced that it would 
activate a smart system that could detect tailgating. 

The smart system will monitor traffic violations in the 
emirate resulting from not leaving sufficient distance 
between vehicles. 

Article 52 of the Traffic Law stipulates a penalty of 
Dhs400 and four traffic points for tailgating, as this offence 
is likely to cause serious mishaps. The initiative aims to 
reduce traffic accidents that result in injuries, deaths, and 
loss of property.

and Deputy Director of the 
Customer Happiness Centre at 
Sharjah Police, said, “The launch 
of this service comes from Sharjah 
Police’s keenness to provide a 
distinguished service to the 
[hearing impaired] segment, 
which is considered an important 
segment of society. This is in line 
with the leadership’s plans and 
the strategic objectives of the 
Ministry of Interior, aimed at 
enhancing customer satisfaction.”

Ajman Police score Guinness World Records

THE Ajman Police General Command and 
Guinness World Records organised a 
ceremony to acknowledge the police force’s 

achievement in getting the largest number of 
people in an online video message.

Guinness World Records acknowledged 

the Ajman Police GHQ’s lengthy video 
message, which thanked frontliners in the 
battle against the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The video had the participation of 303 
people from 31 nationalities. The 
multilingual video recorded and released 
by Ajman Police celebrates the UAE’s 
approach to peaceful co-existence, 
multiculturalism, and tolerance.

Hickson Daniel, Representative of Guinness 
World Records, handed over the certificate to 
Major General Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah Al 
Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ajman 
Police, at a ceremony during which the 
record-breaking video was screened. Al 
Nuaimi also honoured the Guinness World 
Records team and the fieldwork team behind 
the landmark achievement.

Al Nuaimi (centre) receives a Guinness World Records certificate for Ajman Police

THE Communication and Follow-up Office 
of the Customer Happiness Centre of the 
Traffic Services and Licensing Centre, 
Sharjah Police, has launched a special 
service for people with hearing 
impairment.

This will enable all such people to 
complete their traffic transactions and get 
responses to their traffic service enquiries 
through sign language, via the Visual 
Communication Programme.

Lt Colonel Khaled Al Kay, Director of the 
Vehicles and Drivers Licensing Department 

A police officer uses sign language to assist a 
hearing-impaired customer
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FACTS & FIGURES

1st
The current global ranking of the UAE in terms of COVID-19 

vaccination rate, according to international publications including 

The New York Times and the Financial Times, using data compiled 

from local governments by Our World in Data and World Bank 

population measurements. As of press time, the country has 

administered more than 120 doses of vaccine per 100 people.

1st
The UAE's regional ranking in the Pandemic Resilience Index 2021, 

which was compiled by the Consumer Choice Centre (CCC), a 

non-for-profit organisation representing the rights of consumers in 

more than 100 countries. Globally, the UAE was named by the CCC 

as the world's second most resilient country in the world for its 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

1st
Top ranking of the emirate of Abu Dhabi in the list of 25 leading 

cities in the world in terms of COVID-19 response, based on a study 

conducted by London-based analytics consortium Deep 

Knowledge Group (DKG). The ranking was based on a number of 

parameters such as healthcare and economy.

1st
UAE's leading spot in the list of countries with the fastest mobile 

network speed in the first quarter of 2021, according to the latest 

data from Ookla, a global leader in fixed broadband and mobile 

network testing applications, data and analysis. The UAE recorded 

a download speed of 178.52 Mbps in March, overtaking more than 

135 countries.

1st
The overall ranking of the UAE in the recently published GCC 

E-Performance Index 2021, which measured the progress of Gulf 

countries in their digital transformation and competitiveness in 

today’s digital era. The report published by Orient Planet Research 

said the UAE obtained high scores on all its indicators to reach an 

average score of 67.83.

CIVIL DEFENCE SPEARHEADS MOI DELEGATION TO 
INT'L SECURITY EXHIBITION IN RUSSIA

The UAE Civil Defence led the delegation sent by the Ministry of Interior (MoI) at the 13th 
International Security Exhibition of Security Devices and Equipment, organised by 
Russia’s Ministry of Interior. The MoI team was briefed on the latest technological 
advancements and cutting-edge innovations related to security and public safety. The 
global security expo saw the participation of 66 countries. 

AL RAISI COMMENDS MOI OFFICERS, CIVILIAN 
PERSONNEL FOR EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE

Major General Dr Ahmed Naser Al Raisi, General Inspector of the Ministry of Interior 
(MoI), has recognised MoI officers and civilian personnel whose relentless efforts and 
cooperation in implementing initiatives contributed to the betterment of services for 
customers at the General Inspector's Office.

BE IN THE LOOP

AL MARZOUQI UNDERSCORES NEED TO STUDY 
FUTURE TRENDS IN FIREFIGHTING

During a meeting organised by the Civil Defence General Command, Major General Dr 
Jassem Mohammed Al Marzouqi, Commander of the Civil Defence underscored the 
need to study future trends in firefighting and adopt premier innovations accordingly, 
in order to support the strategic indicators of civil defence. He stressed that staying 
up-to-date with the best global practices and standards is crucial to the UAE's goal of 
becoming the world’s safest and most secure country. 

Al Raisi (right) hands out a token of appreciation to an MoI officer

Al Marzouqi (centre) leads a regular session meeting of the Civil Defence General 
Command 

Members of MoI delegation to the 13th International Security Exhibition of Security 
Devices and Equipment

M
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NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

The Abu Dhabi Criminal Court of First Instance sentenced two 
young men to life imprisonment and deportation after they 
were found guilty of possessing and selling illegal drugs. The 
duo was busted after selling hashish worth Dhs1,000 to an 
undercover police officer. The authorities also seized the drugs 
found on the defendants’ vehicle while their drug test turned 
out positive. 

ABU DHABI

2

AJMAN

3 months
A man was arrested for setting his neighbour’s house 
on fire. The man filled soda bottles with petrol and put 
cloth wicks in them. He then threw it onto his 
neighbour’s balcony. The man admitted to the crime, 
saying that he was annoyed by hammering noise from 
his neighbour’s flat. He was sentenced to spend three 
months in jail and was ordered to pay Dhs5,000.

A man was arrested at Dubai International Airport 
for attempting to smuggle 12kg of marijuana, 
hidden in breakfast cereal bags. The airport police 
revealed that the most common smuggling 
techniques included the modus operandi of hiding 
drugs inside ordinary, inconspicuous household 
items like shampoo bottles and clothes as well as 
hiding narcotics inside the body. 

DUBAI

12kg

A woman stood trial at Sharjah Misdemeanour Court for 
blackmailing a 60-year-old Arab man. The suspect 
allegedly threatened to post audio recordings of their 
mobile phone conversations on social media after he 
refused to marry her. The defendant admitted that she 
threatened the victim after their relationship ended. She 
said the breakup had an adverse impact on her 
emotional and psychological well-being. 

SHARJAH

60 years old
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UMM AL QUWAIN

An underage driver, aged 17, died in a car crash involving 
another vehicle along Sheikh Zayed Road. One of his 
companions sustained serious injuries, while the other 
two passengers had minor injuries. They were all taken to 
the emirate’s Sheikh Khalifa General Hospital. The cause 
of the accident remains under investigation.

17 years old

FUJAIRAH

Fujairah Police arrested five men for 

assaulting and stealing a car 

belonging to a 43-year-old man. The 

victim said that the thieves posed as 

buyers of his repair machines and 

tools before committing the theft. 

The perpetrators are facing trial at 

Fujairah Criminal Court on charges 

of assault and stealing a vehicle.5

RAS AL KHAIMAH

The Ras Al Khaimah Civil Court ordered a bank to pay 
Dhs20,000 as compensation to a man against whom 
the bank had mistakenly lodged a police report. He 
was stopped from boarding his flight at Dubai 
International Airport due to a travel ban issued against 
him in connection with a bounced cheque case filed 
by the bank. The man missed the last opportunity to 
see his mother, who died after contracting COVID-19. 

Dh20,000
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COVID-19
JABS

DECODED 

BY NEIL BIE

WHAT DOES ‘EFFICACY’ MEAN FOR A VACCINE AND WHAT’S THE 

OUTCOME FOR PEOPLE AND COUNTRIES? 999 ANALYSES THE KEY 

FACTORS BEHIND THE NUMBERS AND WHY IT’S IMPORTANT TO TAKE 

THE JAB, NO MATTER WHAT VACCINE BRAND YOU GET
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S
ocial networks have been a crucial 

tool to disseminate and consume 

information during the pandemic. 

However, they’re also a fertile ground 

for an ‘infodemic’ that has been delaying 

recovery in many countries.

One of the most fervently discussed 

topics related to COVID-19 is the “efficacy” 

of the various vaccine brands now available. 

Some people prefer this brand over that 

brand and they’re unwilling to take their shot 

if they don’t get what they want. Then there 

are those who wouldn’t take any vaccine at 

all unless they get a guarantee that getting 

the shot will mean not getting the infection. 

Both of these points of view are wrong and 

they delay every nation’s — by extension, 

the whole world’s — recovery from this 

crippling pandemic. 

The UAE is one of the few countries 

with a high rate of vaccination, with more 

than 72 per cent of the eligible population 

segments vaccinated by the second 

week of May 2021. However, for a global 

recovery, the global population has to 

embrace the shot. 

Vaccine reluctance worldwide has 

been in evidence since late 2020, when 

the first vaccines began to get approval. 

As recently as May 2021, it was seen 

that there’s still a huge level of mental 

resistance. For instance, a survey by 

the European Union agency Eurofound 

revealed that one in four adults on the 

continent — about 27 per cent of the 

population — is “rather unlikely” or 

“very unlikely” to take the COVID-19 

jab. “Vaccines play a crucial role in 

overcoming the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Unfortunately, these findings reflect a 

failure to deliver persuasive and clear 

communication regarding the efficacy and 

safety of vaccines,” said Daphne Ahrendt, 

Eurofound Senior Research Manager.

"Trust in vaccines is related to trust in 

institutions, and this is an issue primarily 

for policymakers, but we also all have a 

collective responsibility, across society, 

to ensure that we communicate and 

publish accurate and sound information 

on the safety and importance of 

vaccines," she added. 

Since doubts about “efficacy” is 

the sticking point for many, 999 has 

undertaken the task of analysing what it 

means, what’s to be expected, and how 

taking any vaccine can support the goal of 

achieving collective immunity.

RIDDLE OF PERCENTAGE

The public must not rank COVID-19 

vaccines according to “efficacy” or 

“effectiveness”. It’s incorrect to assume 

that someone receiving a COVID-19 

shot with a 95 per cent efficacy rate is 

more protected than someone getting a 

vaccine with a 66 per cent efficacy rate. 

This rate depends on a lot of factors, 

We also all have 
a collective 

responsibility, across 
society, to ensure that 
we communicate and 
publish accurate and 
sound information 
on the 
safety and 
importance 
of vaccines

DAPHNE AHRENDT
Eurofound Senior Research Manager
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and the efficacy rate of the same vaccine 

varies for different levels of COVID-19 

infection severity. For instance, a New 

York Times analysis, in March 2021, 

of the single-shot Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine showed that in worldwide clinical 

trials involving a placebo group and an 

inoculated group, the vaccine was 66 

per cent effective in protecting against 

infection, but 85 per cent effective in 

protecting against severe infection.

The efficacy rate is calculated by finding 

the percentage difference between the 

placebo group’s infection rate and the 

inoculated group’s infection rate. As seen 

from the J&J trials, while 49 per 5,000 

volunteers got COVID-19 in the placebo 

group, only 17 per 5,000 volunteers got 

the infection in the vaccinated group. So, 

the vaccinated group had only 34 per cent 

of the number of infections recorded in the 

placebo group — that gave this vaccine an 

efficacy rate of 66 per cent (100 per cent 

minus 34 per cent) for the general level of 

infection. The NYT report also said that in 

the United States clinical trials, the efficacy 

rate of the same J&J vaccine was found 

to be 72 per cent for a general level of 

infection, which was higher than the rate 

PLACEBO GROUP

49 per 5,000 volunteers

contracted Covid-19

9 per 5,000 contracted

severe cases

VACCINATED GROUP

17 per 5,000

1 per 5,000

found in global trials.

The term “vaccine efficacy” made its 

rounds on traditional and social media 

at a time when results of clinical trials of 

manufacturers from around the world 

started to be published in peer-reviewed 

journals. What the public ought to 

consider is that any vaccine, no matter 

what its efficacy rate, can help lower the 

number of hospitalisation cases, prevent 

severe symptoms and death even if a 

person contracts COVID-19 after being 

inoculated. But for the benefits to be 

truly experienced on a nationwide and 

worldwide scale, people need to give up 

their vaccine resistance.

Dr Amesh Adalja, Senior Scholar at the 

Johns Hopkins Centre for Health Security 

in Baltimore, stated that the COVID-19 

vaccines were designed to help mitigate 

less risk
(estimated efficacy)

less risk of severe cases

66%

85%

Notes: Numbers are rounded. There were 19,544 volunteers in the placebo group: 193 of them (0.99 per cent) were infected with COVID-19, 
and 34 (0.17 per cent) were severely infected. There were 19,514 volunteers in the vaccinated group: 66 of them (0.34 per cent) were infected, 
and 5 (0.03 per cent) were severely infected. Source: New York Times

WHAT DOES EFFICACY RATE ACTUALLY MEAN?
Analysis of efficacy rate of Johnson & Johnson's COVID-19 vaccine
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emergencies for the public, as seen 

from the hospital rush in countries that 

continued to suffer from high caseloads.

“It’s important to remember that 

COVID-19 really garnered headlines 

because of its ability to kill, because of 

its ability to cause severe illness, and 

because of its [ability] to compromise 

hospital capacity with a high rate of 

hospitalisations in certain individuals. 

That’s what these vaccines are 

designed to combat, that’s what this 

public health emergency is about. 

That’s what flattening the curve was 

about — it was trying to keep the 

curve below hospital capacity. So, 

when I look at a vaccine, the three 

things that matter are serious illness, 

hospitalisation, and death — that’s what 

I look at the most,” explained Dr Adalja 

to the media in March 2021.

GAUGING CLINICAL TRIALS

An April 2021 study published in The 

Lancet titled ‘COVID-19 vaccine efficacy 

and effectiveness — the elephant 

(not) in the room’ highlighted that both 

‘Relative Risk Reduction (RRR)’ and the 

‘Absolute Risk Reduction (ARR)’ should be 

considered.

RRR represents the general efficacy 

rates in preventing infection of an 

individual following inoculation. ARR 

considers the general population, and 

shows the difference between infection 

rates with and without a vaccine.

These are rate estimates obtained 

through clinical trials on a limited number 

of people, a very small fraction of all the 

people who’d eventually be given the shot 

once a vaccine gets approval. So, nothing 

is cast in stone and, as the study said, the 

“context” has to be considered.

The study explained, “When 

communicating about vaccine efficacy, 

especially for public health decisions, 

such as choosing the type of vaccines 

to purchase and deploy, having a full 

picture of what the data actually show is 

important; and ensuring [that] comparisons 

are based on the combined evidence 

that puts vaccine trial results in context 

and not just looking at one summary 

measure, is also important. Such decisions 

should be properly informed by a detailed 

understanding of study results, requiring 

access to full datasets and independent 

scrutiny and analyses.”

Here’s an example of how a clinical 

trial assesses the risk of infection in a 

population that has been vaccinated, 

compared to one that hasn’t been 

vaccinated: the clinical trials of the Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccine, approved by the US 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA), with 

an efficacy rate of 95 per cent.

The Pfizer study had 43,660 people, 

who were then divided into two groups, 

each of 21,830 people. One group 

was given a placebo (a ‘fake’ vaccine), 

and the other group got the real 

vaccine. Afterwards, 162 individuals in 

the placebo group were infected by 

COVID-19, and only 8 people in the 

vaccinated group were infected. That’s 

0.74 per cent infections in the placebo 

group, and 0.04 per cent infections in 

the vaccinated group. 

Both of these numbers look small 

in the clinical trials, being less than 1 

per cent. However, the impact of mass 

vaccination as opposed to the absence 

of vaccination can be understood when 

these percentage figures are scaled up 

COVID-19 garnered 
headlines because 

of its ability to kill or cause 
severe illness. That’s what 
these vaccines are designed to 
combat, that’s what this public 
health emergency is about
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from the trial population size to the real 

population size.  

There are 328 million people in the 

United States. Multiplying that number 

by the 0.74 per cent (or 0.0074) infection 

rate of the Pfizer placebo group, we get 

a probable infected national population 

of 2,427,200 or nearly 2.5 million. But 

multiplying that number by the 0.04 per 

cent (or 0.0004) infection rate of the Pfizer 

vaccinated group, we get a probable 

infected national population of 131,200. 

The Pfizer vaccine efficacy rate of 95 

per cent is arrived at by calculating the 

difference in infection rate between the 

vaccinated trial group and the placebo 

trial group — that is 8 divided by 162 and 

then multiplied by 100, giving us 5 per 

cent. This means a fully vaccinated US 

population has only a 5 per cent risk of 

infection compared to a fully unvaccinated 

US population. That makes the Pfizer 

vaccine 95 per cent effective.

The scaling up of the numbers to 

estimate a whole nation’s risk shows 

that even a vaccine with a 66 per cent 

efficacy rate can help to sharply control 

hospitalisation and deaths. 

NO GROUNDS FOR COMPARISON

Some UAE residents interviewed by 

999 said that they wanted to choose a 

particular type of vaccine, but they had 

no logical reason for it. For example, 

Justin (real name withheld) said, “I want 

to be vaccinated with the Pfizer-BioNtech 

shot, because it has got the highest 

rate of efficacy.” Asked why the efficacy 

rate was his foremost consideration, he 

said, “Because [that] means it’s the most 

effective against COVID-19.”

If you’re trying 
to make one-

to-one head-to-head 
comparisons between 
vaccines, they need to 
have been studied in the 
same trial, with the same 
inclusion criteria, in the 
same parts of 
the world, 
at the 
same time

DR AMESH ADALJA
Senior Scholar at the Johns Hopkins Centre

for Health Security in Baltimore

Another resident, named Charlotte, 

said, “I feel it would be useless if I get 

the COVID-19 jab with an efficacy [rate] 

as low as 60 per cent. I’d just adhere to 

taking vitamin C daily and exercising to 

boost my immunity.”

These are both wrong notions. As the 

vaccine efficacy math shows above, if 

all individuals take the vaccines that are 

available to them, the overall national 

infection rate will come down and, 

therefore, an individual’s own risk will 

come down, regardless of the efficacy 

rate of the vaccine they’ve taken.

It’s also important to note that the 

efficacy rates of various clinical trials 

depended on when and where these 

trials were conducted, and they can’t 

be compared in an absolute sense. 

Pfizer-BioNTech’s third phase of clinical 

trials were conducted in July 2020 in 

the US, alongside the UAE’s clinical 

trials of the Sinopharm vaccine, while 

Oxford-AstraZeneca and 

Sputnik V began their 

third phase a month 

later, in August 2020. 

Efficacy rates also 

varied across countries 

where COVID-19 

caseloads varied and the 

emergence of different, 

more contagious strains 

of the novel coronavirus 

had to be taken into 

account.

Dr Adalja said, 

“If you’re trying 

to make one-to-

one head-to-head 

comparisons between 

vaccines, they need to have been studied 

in the same trial, with the same inclusion 

criteria, in the same parts of the world, 

at the same time.” This is why trying to 

choose between this vaccine and that 

vaccine is futile and it only delays the 

global recovery.

VACCINES IN THE UAE

In the UAE, there are four vaccines 

currently available for the public: 

Sinopharm; Pfizer-BioNTech; 

AstraZeneca; and Sputnik V. In addition, 

Security And Safety For All

JUNE 2021 23999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



the country has recently begun 

production of its own vaccine, Hayat-

Vax, the first indigenous COVID-19 

vaccine in the region that is being 

manufactured through a joint venture 

between Sinopharm CNBG (China 

National Biotec Group) and G42, a 

leading technology company based in 

Abu Dhabi.

Dr Farida Al Hosani, official 

spokesperson for the UAE’s health 

sector, stated that the UAE continued to 

urge residents to get their jab to prevent 

hospitalisation and being admitted 

to the intensive care unit. One of the 

UAE's latest studies into the ongoing 

national vaccination programme reveals a 

significant decline in infection rates after 

the second dose was administered. For 

those who got infected after their dose, 

the study noted a 93 per cent efficacy 

rate in preventing people from being 

hospitalised, and a 95 per cent efficacy 

rate in preventing ICU admission.

DANGERS OF ANTI-VAXXERS

When COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers 

started publishing information on vaccine 

trial outcomes and then the first mass 

vaccination drives began, reports of 

isolated cases of death and aggravated 

symptoms began to be blown out of 

proportion; these became the talking 

points of the growing anti-vaccine 

movement on social media. To date, there 

are an alarming 31 million individuals 

following such groups on Facebook alone.

Medical experts have been stating 

repeatedly that the minuscule probability 

of risk involved in taking the vaccine 

is nothing compared to the very high 

probability of COVID-19 infection 

risk involved in avoiding the vaccine. 

An extremely rare blood clot has 

been tenuously linked to the Oxford-

AstraZeneca vaccine, though nothing 

has been proved as such — Germany 

has found such blood clots in only 31 

people out of 2.7 million given the 

AstraZeneca vaccine, or 0.001 per cent 

of the vaccinated population, and there’s 

no hard evidence at all to show that 

the vaccine caused the blood clots, as 

there could be several other coincidental 

health factors unrelated to the vaccine. 

The European Medicines Agency 

investigated the blood clot cases 

and announced in May 2021 that the 

AstraZeneca vaccine was “safe” to use.

Anyone who claims after this that a 

certain vaccine isn’t safe or isn’t useful 

is merely scare-mongering and acting 

against global and national interest.

A new report from the Centre for 

Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) reveals 

that the “infodemic” has spread rapidly, 

propagating fear, especially among 

individuals who are yet to decide 

whether they should take the vaccine or 

not. “The decision to continue hosting 

known misinformation content and 

actors left online anti-vaxxers ready to 

pounce on the opportunity presented by 

coronavirus,” read the report from CCDH.

The World Health Organisation has 

already recognised vaccine hesitancy as 

amongst the top threats in addressing 

One of the UAE’s 
latest studies into 

the ongoing national 
vaccination programme 
reveals a significant 
decline in infection 
rates after the second 
dose was administered 
— a 93% efficacy 
rate in preventing 
hospitalisation and a 
95% efficacy rate in 
preventing ICU admission

COVER STORY

24 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All

JUNE 2021



the COVID-19 pandemic. While health 

communities around the world already 

anticipated this, experts have narrowed 

down the general populace’s perception 

on vaccination into three groups: those 

that have accepted it; those who will not 

take the vaccine under any circumstances; 

and the vital in-between group that 

remains undecided.

Vish Viswanath, Professor of Health 

Communication in the Department of Social 

and Behavioral Sciences at the Harvard 

T.H. Chan School of Public Health, stated 

that this in-between group should be the 

primary focus of international governments 

if they wished to win the fight against 

COVID-19 and achieve herd immunity. 

“These people have legitimate questions. 

They want to do the right thing, but they 

have doubts. This is where we need to be 

focusing our attention,” said Viswanath.

JOURNEY TOWARDS NORMALCY

Whenever a person is exposed to the 

novel coronavirus, the best-case scenario 

is that they don’t contract the infection at 

all, while the worst possible case is death.

Between these two ends range 

a number of other scenarios: being 

hospitalised, being kept in ICU, varying 

severity of symptoms, and completely 

asymptomatic infection.

The main purpose of the COVID-19 

vaccines is to give the body protection 

against life-threatening scenarios: severe 

symptoms, hospitalisation, and death. 

Even if a vaccinated individual 

contracts COVID-19, they 

would only suffer from 

mild symptoms, at 

best.

Dr Adalja 

explained that all 

vaccines available 

to the public today 

were efficient enough 

to prevent severe 

symptoms. “When you 

remove the ability of this 

virus to cause serious illness, 

to cause hospitalisation, and to 

cause death, it’s a much easier 

prospect to deal with. We deal with 

many different respiratory viruses that 

spread every year, but they don’t have 

the ability to cause disease at that level 

that requires hospitals to change their 

capacity management. I think that’s the 

goal with these vaccines — it’s not trying 

to get to COVID-19 zero; we’re not going 

to get to COVID-19 zero. This virus has 

established itself in the human population, 

it’s going to be with us. Our goal is to tame 

it, to defang it with these vaccines,” said 

Dr Adalja.

He stressed, “As vaccination 

accelerates, it’s becoming 

undeniable that [vaccines] are 

the path back to normalcy. The vaccines 

are pieces of technology that everyone 

should want. With each shot that goes into 

someone’s arm, we get closer to the 

end of this pandemic.”

The vaccines are pieces 
of technology that 

everyone should want. With 
each shot that goes into 
someone’s arm, we get closer 
to the end of this pandemic
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FOOD

BY JAMES PETERSON

THE RECENT INAUGURATION OF FOOD TECH VALLEY MARKS THE UAE’S 

GREAT LEAP INTO A FUTURE FOR ITS ADMIRABLE GOAL TO BECOME NO. 1 

GLOBALLY IN TERMS OF FOOD SUSTAINABILITY, BY INCREASING ITS LOCAL 

FOOD YIELD THROUGH THE USE OF CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY SUCH 

AS HYDROPONICS AND AGRI-ROBOTICS
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FOOD

Our endeavour will be to create a nurturing 
environment for businesses that want to 

develop modern farming technologies. Food and 
medicine are important sectors that we must 
develop in order to create a better, progressive, and 
prosperous world for future generations

HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

D
M

O

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid being toured by HE 
Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed 
Hareb Al Mheiri at the first 
phase of Food Tech Valley

E
nsuring national food security 

and bolstering homegrown food 

supply has been the UAE’s priority 

even before the emergence of the novel 

coronavirus disease. As the developments 

in 2020 and 2021 have shown, this is a 

very wise strategy that serves the twin 

purpose of securing domestic supply 

when the global pandemic arose and 

implementing sustainable schemes 

that carry benefits for consumers, the 

environment, and the economy.

This year, as the country begins its run 

towards the next 50-year milestone, the 

National Food Security Strategy 2051, 

launched in November 2018, is one of 

the most important documents on the 

government’s table. And the outcomes 

targeted by this plan are reflected in 

Food Tech Valley, opened in Dubai just 

last month.

The Herculean task of producing 

food within the country is continuously 

progressing, with the leadership’s prudent 

responses to the challenges of agriculture 

in the country by setting itself the target to 

be the best in the world in terms of food 

security in the next three decades.

This nation is amongst the 113 countries 

assessed under the Global Food Security 

Index (GFSI), which measures food 

affordability, availability, quality and safety, 

and natural resources and resilience. In 

order to become No. 1 in the GFSI rankings 

by 2051, the UAE is surging ahead with 

innovation-driven food security projects in 

order to move closer to its goal.

Food Tech Valley, an ultra-modern 

complex, has been opened with the aim 

of developing advanced agricultural 

technologies that will increase the UAE’s 

food production three-fold and make 

the country more self-sufficient. The hub 

was inaugurated by His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, who said, “Food Tech 

Valley is a vibrant city that will serve as 

a global destination for start-ups and 

industry experts of the food ecosystem. It 

will comprise research and development 

centres, a centre for innovation, a smart 

food logistics hub and spaces for vertical 

farming, amongst others.” The Vice 

President was accompanied by HH Sheikh 

Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, and HE 
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HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan checks a 
fruit-bearing tree at Local Model 
Farms in the Al Bahia area

The late Sheikh Zayed attached great importance to 
agriculture. He was a visionary and always believed 

that agriculture is the backbone of any society. President 
HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has continued 
that approach and is providing full support and incentives 
to the farmers 

HH SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb 

Al Mheiri, Minister of State for Food and 

Water Security.

The establishment of this agri-tech 

hub marks a great leap into the UAE’s 

future. “Our endeavour will be to create 

a nurturing environment for businesses 

that want to develop modern farming 

technologies. Food and medicine are 

important sectors that we must develop in 

order to create a better, progressive, and 

prosperous world for future generations,” 

said HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid at 

the inauguration.

SUPPORT FOR FARMERS

The UAE has used technology 

with success in several sectors, from 

healthcare to policing. Ag-tech or 

agri-tech, an area with great potential, 

translates to the use of technology to 

improve harvests and other farming 

methods, such as increasing yield 

volume from the same expanse of land. 

According to Al Mheiri, the ag-tech market 

is estimated to grow from $13.5 billion 

(Dhs49.54bn) to $22 billion (Dhs80.74bn) 

globally in the coming four years on 

the rising demand for advanced crop 

productivity and cultivation. 

The UAE has already invested Dhs367 

million — made by the Abu Dhabi 

Investment Office (ADIO) in 2020 — in ag-

tech research and development (R&D) and 

production facilities in the emirate.

In July 2020, His Highness Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 

visited several farms developed locally in 

the Al Bahia area; the purpose of the visit 

was to monitor the progress of youth-

owned model farms. He witnessed the 

active role of the youth in developing 

ambitious yet achievable projects that 

blend latest technologies with time-tested 

agricultural best practices.

On his visit, HH Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed said, “The late Sheikh Zayed 

bin Sultan Al Nahyan attached great 

importance to agriculture. He supported 

it and did not listen to those who thought 

agriculture had no future in the UAE. He 

was a visionary and always believed that 

agriculture is the backbone of any society. 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan has continued that 
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approach and is providing full support and 

incentives to the farmers to develop their 

agricultural projects.”

In June 2020, a month before this model 

farm inspection, the Abu Dhabi Agriculture 

and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA) had 

rolled out a Dhs641 million support package 

for Abu Dhabi’s farmers, livestock breeders, 

and others engaged in agriculture. The 

support benefited 38,000 families; 30,632 

breeders and farmers; and 259 small-scale 

producers, who have provided food for 

millions in the UAE over the months.

INSIDE FOOD TECH VALLEY

The UAE’s latest smart city, Food Tech 

Valley, is a sprawling complex where some 

of the best minds in the country will work 

towards ameliorating the country food 

supply. More than 300 varieties of crops 

will be produced using the latest farming 

techniques, and experts will explore the 

potential of clean tech in the production of 

food and other agricultural products.

A collaboration of the Ministry of Food 

and Water Security and Wasl Properties, 

the complex has four main clusters: an 

agricultural technology and engineering 

cluster; a food innovation centre; R&D 

facilities; and a smart food logistics 

hub. “Here, we will develop modern 

methods of smart agriculture and food 

production practices, optimise water 

usage, enhance food self-sufficiency 

and share our knowledge with nations 

across the world. The Food Tech Valley 

will enable us to achieve the [United 

Nations] Sustainable Development Goals 

and safeguard the future of forthcoming 

generations,” said Al Mheiri.

Let’s take a tour around the campus: 

The agricultural technology and 

engineering cluster is where you will be 

able to find vertical farms. In these vertical 

farms, a number of important crops will 

be grown around the year with the help 

of state-of-the-art technology. This cluster 

will also be home to experiments and 

Food Tech Valley 
will enable us 

to achieve the UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals and safeguard 
the future of 
forthcoming 
generations

HE MARIAM BINT MOHAMMED 

SAEED HAREB AL MHEIRI
Minister of State for Food & Water Security

FOOD

Home to world-class R&D 

facilities

Agri-robotics to increase 

crop yields

Aims to produce more than 

300 varieties of crops 

Targets grow important 

crops around the year by 

using next-gen vertical 

farms

To employ bioengineering, 

automation, robotics, and 

Artificial Intelligence around 

food technology

To engage in 3D printing for 

algae cultivation

FOOD TECH VALLEY
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Dhs367 million 

Total investments made by the Abu Dhabi 

Investment Office in 2020 in ag-tech 

research and development and production 

facilities in the emirate

Dhs641 million
Total amount of support package 

rolled out by the Abu Dhabi Agriculture 

and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA) 

in 2020 for farmers and livestock 

breeders in the emirate

BENEFICIARIES OF THE 

ADAFSA SUPPORT 

PACKAGE

38,000
families

30,632 breeders
and farmers

259 small-scale
producers

innovations in bioengineering, automation, 

robotics and Artificial Intelligence around 

food technology.

The food innovation centre, which is 

designed to look like a head of wheat, 

will contain laboratories, research centres 

and systems to attract agri-businesses. 

This cluster will support promising ideas 

and concepts coming from start-ups and 

enterprises. Amongst its other elements 

will be a specialised food factory and 

restaurants based on the principles of 

sustainability.

One of the biggest attractions of Food 

Tech Valley is the world-class R&D 

facilities, where food specialists can 

find training and food establishments 

will get support. Here, agri-robotics will 

be explored in order to increase crop 

yields, especially of drought-resistant 

crops. Amongst the exciting works here 

will be 3D printing in algae cultivation 

and alternative protein production. The 

R&D specialists will also work with AI 

to monitor, analyse and manage crop 

cultivation, and counter the effects 

of climate change. Experts working 

out of Food Tech Valley, particularly 

the third cluster, will add to global 

research on issues such as agricultural 

mechanisation, environmental impacts 

on cultivation, the use of drones in 

agriculture and saline agricultural 

practices.

Since food storage is an integral part 

of food security, the fourth cluster will be 

dedicated to cutting-edge food storage 

technology, complemented by modern 

and automated logistical storage services. 

Blockchain technology and big data will 

be used in sorting, transportation, and 

distribution of food products. This system 

will not only track origin and components 

of food stuff and products, but will also 

gather data on processing methods, 

storage and delivery facilities to build 

efficient food supply networks.

RISING DEMAND FOR LOCAL PRODUCE

Since the start of the pandemic, the 

demand for locally grown food is steadily 

rising, according to organisations like 

Madar Farms and Unsfarms. They told 

999 that while sustainable practices 

are crucial to meet food and security 

challenges in the wider GCC region 

during this time, it’s equally important 

to educate people about the benefits of 

buying local and eating local. 

Kyle Wagner, Head of Operations of 

Madar Farms, told 999, “As part of our 

commitment to promote local food for 

local consumption in the UAE, we are 

helping to ensure there’s equal access 

for everyone and are responsibly using 

natural resources that will benefit the 

UAE and people in the GCC region. 

This is why we align our work with the 

UAE government’s objectives and work 

closely with the wider industry to help 

meet the demands of food supply.” He 

said they also understand the role of 

raising awareness and helping inform 

people that choosing UAE-grown 

produce is a more sustainable choice 

than imported produce. 

As for Unsfarms, while promoting locally 

Food Tech Valley in Dubai

As part of our 
commitment to 

promote local food for 
local consumption in 
the UAE, we are helping 
to ensure there’s equal 
access for everyone 
and are responsibly 
using natural 
resources that 
will benefit 
the UAE 

KYLE WAGNER
Head of Operations of Madar Farms

THE NUMBERS
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The reason we 
decided to grow 

in an indoor farm as 
opposed to a greenhouse 
or open field is because 
of the consistently high 
quality produce we can 
achieve and deliver to 
customers 365 
days a year

MUSTAFA MOIZ
Managing Director of Unsfarms

grown food, its focus is on a ‘quality-

first’ approach. Mustafa Moiz, Managing 

Director of Unsfarms, told 999, “The 

reason we decided to grow in an indoor 

farm as opposed to a greenhouse or 

open field is not only due to the weather 

constraints but also because of the 

consistently high quality produce we can 

achieve and deliver to customers 365 

days a year. We strive to grow the finest 

produce possible, and if it does not meet 

our strict quality control standards, it does 

not get delivered to customers.” 

FOOD SECURITY ACROSS THE WORLD

The UAE is not alone in focusing on 

food security. The United Nations had set 

a target of 2030 to eradicate all forms 

of hunger and malnutrition in the world, 

especially amongst children. But, even 

before the COVID-19 pandemic began 

last year, that zero hunger goal seemed 

distant, if not impossible. The number of 

undernourished people, including those 

with chronic and 

acute hunger, 

had increased 

from 624 million 

in 2014 to 688 

million in 2019, 

a year before 

the pandemic 

struck.

The effect of 

the pandemic, according 

to the World Food Programme, is that 

296 million in the 35 countries where it 

works were without sufficient food in April 

2021, which was 111 million more than in 

April 2020. The UN has undertaken a 

study, titled ‘The State of Food Security 

and Nutrition in the World 2021’, which 

shows that “the COVID-19 pandemic, 

and the measures to restrain it” have 

magnified the challenges of food 

security globally. “We are now at a 

critical moment in time that requires 

new food system approaches and 

urgent actions,” says the report. 

With rising populations worldwide, 

climate change and food waste, 

food needs to become a priority 

issue. 

FOOD
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The UAE Cabinet approved the national system for 

sustainable agriculture in June 2020. Its aim includes 

increasing the average farm income to 10 per cent annually; 

achieving a 15 per cent annual reduction in the water used for 

irrigation of a production unit; and raising workforce in the sector. 

“The national system for sustainable agriculture will improve the 

efficiency of our UAE farms, enhance our self-sufficiency in food, 

and create new opportunities to ensure the sector is always 

ranked amongst the best. We want to invest in new agricultural 

fields and mechanisms by harnessing advanced technologies and 

make proactive changes in agricultural and food systems,” said 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid.

In November 2020, Indian start-up FreshToHome announced 

that the Abu Dhabi Investment Office was helping it to 

develop desert agriculture and aquaculture projects in the emirate. 

ADIO has also partnered with an Abu Dhabi-based agri-tech 

company called Pure Harvest and an American commercial agri-

spacetech called Nanoracks. Tariq Bin Hendi, Director General of 

ADIO, said, “Abu Dhabi is pressing ahead at full steam with our 

mission to turn the desert green and solve long-term global food 

security issues. We have created an environment where innovative 

UAE’S TECH-BASED AGRICULTURE

RELATED FOOD SUFFICIENCY PROGRAMMES 

AQUACULTURE: Fish is 

considered one of the main 

sources of protein for people, 

so the UAE is heavily investing 

in aquaculture projects and 

infrastructure. Aquaculture is the 

process of breeding, rearing, and 

harvesting fish and other marine 

forms in different types of water 

environments.

In June 2020, the UAE Aquaculture Pulse 2020 was 

launched. It’s an important document revolving around the 

local aquaculture sector. It studies consumption patterns in 

local and international markets, analyses production quality 

and size as well as prices and availability to support future 

investments in aquaculture projects in the UAE. 

In the document, one can find a list of hatcheries from around 

the country that produce fish fingerlings of various types. 

Notably, the UAE produces 35 million fingerlings annually. The 

document also showcases the larger fish farms, which account 

for over 90 per cent of the current production and highlights the 

potential of fish markets and their ability to offer local products 

in all the emirates.

VERTICAL FARMS: Using new 

technology, crops can be grown in 

a controlled indoor environment in a 

series of vertical stacks. Through LED 

lighting and the use of mist or drip 

system of watering manipulated for 

each plant, vertical farming can result 

in high yield through the year. One of 

the reasons why vertical farming is considered right for the UAE 

is that it uses 90 per cent less water than traditional farming. 

Dubai’s first vertical farm, Badia Farms, was set up in 2018 

and it uses hydroponic technology to produce a rich harvest of 

micro-greens and herbs. According to one vertical farm owner 

in Abu Dhabi, leafy vegetables that would take a month to 

grow in traditional fields would take only a week or two in his 

vertical farm.

ideas can flourish and this has enabled the rapid expansion of our 

ag-tech sector. Innovations from the companies we partnered with 

earlier this year are already propelling the growth of Abu Dhabi’s 

24,000 farms. Partnering with Pure Harvest, FreshToHome and 

Nanoracks adds a realm of new capabilities to the ecosystem 

across land, sea and space.”

The Emirates Council for Food Security plays a pivotal role 

in meeting the goals of the National Food Security Strategy. 

It aims to create more than 16,000 job opportunities around the 

country; increasing agricultural production by more than 100,000 

tonnes; achieving economic returns of around Dhs22 billion; 

and aligning the government’s food security efforts with the UAE 

Water Security Strategy 2036.

The recently launched Food Security Dashboard of Dubai was 

designed to use Artificial Intelligence and data analytics to 

calculate the five important parameters of food security — the supply 

index, stock availability, local production, consumption levels, and the 

cost of vital commodities in the emirate. Thus, the Dashboard, which 

highlight’s the UAE’s digital transformation, will help the authorities 

anticipate future challenges and invest in technical solutions.
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

ONLINE ONLINE 
FAME OR FAME OR 
DAYS INDAYS IN
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BY K NIVEDITA

WANTING TO FEEL THE HIGH OF THEIR POSTS GOING VIRAL, UAE USERS 

HAVE DONE CAR STUNTS, FAKED GUN VIOLENCE, AND VIOLATED 

COVID-19 PROTOCOL IN RECENT MONTHS. ALL OF THESE ACTIONS 

LEAD TO A CRACKDOWN. 999 EXPLAINS WHY IT’S IMPORTANT TO THINK 

BEFORE POSTING ANYTHING ONLINE
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I
n an era where one’s sense of 

self-worth depends on social media 

fan following, there’s a constant 

temptation to up the ante, saying and 

doing things with increasingly eyeball-

grabbing potential. Experts have long 

been warning people that social media 

fame causes addiction, and getting those 

highs means feeding the addiction more 

and more often. In the UAE, with one 

of the strictest cybercrime laws in the 

world, such fame addicts are likely to find 

themselves in jail, like a vlogger who was 

jailed in May 2021 in Abu Dhabi.

The person in question had been 

arrested for driving a luxury vehicle at 

speeds higher than 205kmph within 

the city, putting his own life and that 

of others at risk. He had a companion 

who filmed the speeding stunt and then 

posted the clip for the entertainment 

of the driver’s online fans. The fans 

may have felt excited; the police knew 

this was a violation that needed to be 

punished. Upon trial at the Abu Dhabi 

Court of Misdemeanours, he was found 

guilty under Article 348 of the Federal 

Penal Code, which states: “Whoever 

willfully commits an act which exposes 

the life, health, security, or freedom of 

people to danger, shall be punished by 

detention, by a fine, or either of these two 

penalties.” The imprisonment could be up 

to three years. 

In this particular case, the offending 

driver got a three-month prison 

sentence and a fine of Dhs100,000. 

The companion, who filmed the stunt 

and encouraged the speeding, was also 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

convicted of participating in this crime 

and received the same sentence.

Anybody who lives in the UAE knows 

that car stunts on public roads by young 

people may not only cause accidents but 

can also trigger irresponsible behaviour 

in other similarly inclined young motorists 

— it’s common for someone to look at a 

social media influencer getting attention 

for doing something outrageous and then 

think, “I want that, too.”

During the trial in the Abu Dhabi case, 

the court said that the fact that the video 

clip showed the accused bragging about 

his vehicle and its horsepower indicated 

that he had a mass following and his 

videos could affect adolescents negatively 

and encourage them to commit such 

acts. According to state news agency 

WAM: “Abu Dhabi Public Prosecution 

appealed to social media celebrities to 

post responsible media content to their 

audiences, especially since most of their 

followers are teenagers and young adults 

who consider them role models. They 

noted that when celebrities behave in 

such an irresponsible manner, they 

incite others to behave similarly 

and expose themselves to legal 

accountability.”

In addition to the jail 

term and the fine, both the 

convicts were banned from 

using social media for six 

months and their existing 

accounts were shut down. 

The clip that got them into 

legal trouble was, of course, 

erased from the Internet.

WORDS FROM THE WISE

Not only does the UAE Cybercrimes Law 

very clearly stipulate what comprises an 

offence, but this is also regularly publicised 

by Security Media, and the efforts to raise 

awareness have the proactive support of 

the wise leadership, too.

In 2019, His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, had shared a 10-point 

advice for social conduct. Before this, His 

Highness had written an open letter to 

the people, which highlighted, amongst 

other issues, the need to maintain the 

reputation of the UAE on social media. 

“Neglect and chaos on social media 

platforms impact the achievements that 

thousands of work teams have dedicated 

their greatest efforts to build. The 

image of the UAE is not for public use 

by those who seek more followers,” he 

had written. “We shall not accept that a 

Neglect and chaos on social media platforms 
impact the achievements that thousands of 

work teams have dedicated their greatest efforts to 
build. The image of the UAE is not for public use by 
those who seek more followers

HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai
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The Knowledge 
Platform for 

Digital Wellbeing has 
been designed to be an 
interactive and integrated 
portal. There is content 
to build awareness and 
the digital capacity of 
community members, 
especially students, 

parents and 
teachers, 
as well as 
people of 
determination 
and senior 

citizens

HE HESSA BINT ESSA BUHUMAID
Minister of Community Development

VP’S 10-POINT ADVICE 
FOR SOCIAL CONDUCT

The following list of advice was 

formulated by His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice-President and Prime Minister of 

the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, in 2019:

A personality that represents 

Sheikh Zayed, the UAE's founding 

father, and his principles when 

interacting with others.

A personality that reflects the 

knowledge, culture and the level and 

sophistication of civilisation achieved 

by UAE.

A personality that does not use 

insults, foul language or any other 

word that is indecent.

A personality that uses logic and 

reasoning in a conversation.

A personality that appreciates 

a good word, a beautiful picture, 

and interacts with positive thoughts, 

cultures and societies.

A personality that helps others 

by sharing information, ideas, social 

and human initiatives that enrich the 

country.

A personality that gets involved 

with his/her international surroundings, 

speaks its language, deals with its 

issues and positively interacts with its 

future.

A confident personality that 

accepts differences and builds bridges 

with other people.

A personality that reflects the 

humble nature and love of Emiratis, 

and the love and openness towards 

others.

A personality that adores its 

nation, is always proud of it and would 

sacrifice for it.

1
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number of online users taint the legacy 

of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan, the UAE founding father, that he 

established on the values of credibility, 

love and respect. The image of our 

country and citizens should remain as 

intact and bright as Sheikh Zayed had 

aspired it to be.”

PANDEMIC AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Even before COVID-19 drove 

people indoors and led to increased 

digitalisation in work and education, 

the UAE had one of the highest Internet 

penetration rates in the world, and 

the pandemic further drove it up. HE 

Hessa bint Essa Buhumaid, Minister 

of Community Development, said in 

February 2021 that the Internet and 

social media were being used by 

99 per cent of the population in the 

country. The Minister was revealing 

details of the National Digital Wellbeing 

Policy, which is intended to “create 

a safe digital society in the UAE, and 

to promote a positive identity with 

meaningful digital interaction”. The 

policy is in response to the post-COVID 

new normal world, where day-to-day 

affairs are conducted virtually, such 

as online education, remote working, 

Zoom meetings and even online site 

visits, entertainment, and e-commerce. 

“The Knowledge Platform for Digital 

Wellbeing (www.digitalwellbeing.ae) has 

been designed to be an interactive and 

integrated portal. There is content to 

build awareness and the digital capacity 

of community members, especially 

students, parents and teachers, as well 

as people of determination and senior 

citizens,” said Buhumaid.

WHAT THE LAW STATES

Significantly, the UAE leadership is 

building sensitivity about the Internet 

from the category of students. Fiona 

Robertson, Partner and Head of the 

Media and Technology practice group 

at Cedar White Bradley in Dubai, told 

999 that while people were taught 

social behaviour in various settings from 
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childhood, very few got lessons in social 

media manners. “What we’re seeing 

these days is an increased violation 

of the [UAE] Cybercrimes Law, and 

therefore police action, by people who 

have been affected online. Because the 

penalties under that law are much more 

severe, we’re recommending that people 

exercise caution in their use of online 

platforms,” said Robertson.

She added that all content on social 

media must also be in accordance with 

Federal Law No 15 for 1980 Concerning 

Publications and Publishing, which 

was first published in 1980 and then 

expanded upon by an executive 

resolution in 2017. “This law applies to all 

media, and how it is distributed, including 

online. The other law people need to be 

aware of is the Cybercrimes law of 2012. 

These laws include a list of off-limits 

issues, such as criticising UAE culture, the 

UAE government, Islam and any subject 

which could bring disrepute to the 

country. In relation to the Cybercrimes 

law, the penalties are stiff, with up to 

Dhs2,000,000 in fines as well as jail 

terms. Anyone who is prosecuted and 

found guilty under the 2012 Cybercrimes 

law and who is not a national is also likely 

to be deported,” said Robertson.

Analysing the provision of the 

Federal Law No. 15 for 1980 Concerning 

Publications and Publishing, Robertson 

highlighted, “In this law, we see the 

inclusion of the concept of consent — 

publication requires the consent of the 

subject, unless [the photo is] taken under 

certain circumstances. Note, particularly, 

that if the ‘incidents’, presumably those 

depicted in the image, took place 

‘publicly’, then publication can take place 

without the need for consent. This law 

does not stipulate that the consent must 

be in writing, so again, the circumstances 

regarding the taking of the image will 

be important. If a woman is smiling 

and waving at the camera, it might be 

difficult to convince a judge that she 

was not consenting to the photograph. 

Interestingly, under sub-article (ii) of this 

article, if she is a famous celebrity, then 

she cannot stop the publication of the 

photograph, no matter where it is taken.”

Robertson added that another law 

should be considered — this one is 

interesting because, under it, action 

can be taken without having to involve 

the police. A person can simply lodge 

a claim in the Dubai Courts to seek 

damages. The Federal Law No. 7 of 

2002 Pertaining to Copyrights and 

Neighbouring Rights contains the 

following provision in Article 43:

“Any person taking a photograph 

of another, in any manner, may not 

maintain, exhibit, publish or distribute 

the original or copies thereof, without 

permission from the person appearing in 

the photograph, unless otherwise agreed 

upon. Nevertheless, the photograph may 

be published:

• in incidents that have publicly taken 

place;

• if the photograph is related to official 

or public characters; or national or 

international celebrities; or

• if the competent public authorities 

have permitted such publication for 

the purpose of public welfare, with 

the proviso that the exhibition or 

circulation of such a photograph is not 

prejudicial to the status of the person 

appearing in the photograph.”

The Cybercrimes 
law of 2012 includes 

a list of off-limits issues, 
such as criticising 
UAE culture, the UAE 
government, Islam and 
any subject which could 

bring disrepute 
to the country

FIONA ROBERTSON
Partner and Head of the Media and Technology 

at Cedar White Bradley, Dubai

SOCIAL MEDIA 

CHECKLIST: 
SOCIAL MEDIA ETIQUETTE

Fiona Robertson, Partner and Head of the Media and Technology 

practice group at Cedar White Bradley in Dubai, provides the list of 

advice on how people can stay on the right side of the Federal Law 

No. 15 for 1980 Concerning Publications and Publishing:

No news, pictures, comments about an individual’s private life shall be published 

if their publication is meant to disgrace such individuals. The Publications Law 

intends to protect a person from malicious use of an image.

Eavesdropping or recording or transmitting by any system of whatever kind any 

conversation held at a particular place or via the phone or any other set [is illegal]. This 

includes snooping on the mobile phone or 

going through the laptop of your spouse.

Picking up or transmitting by any 

system of whatever kind a person’s 

picture at a particular place. If you 

see a woman in a restaurant with a 

man, you cannot take her picture 

and publish it with malicious 

intent. The fact that the matter is 

true is not a defence.

2

3

1

38 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All

JUNE 2021



DOES YOUR POST INDICATE ANY KIND OF VIOLENCE?

An expat working in the hospitality industry in Dubai found out the 

hard way that a social media post need not show violence to constitute 

a violation of public order in the UAE. The 24-year-old had made a video 

in an empty car park, shaking the camera to make it look like he was 

trying to escape; then he added sound effects of gunshots and people 

screaming and running. He uploaded the finished video, which implied 

a scene of violence without showing anything, for his 11,400 followers to 

enjoy. Amongst those who saw the video, and were not amused, were 

the police. The video uploader was arrested. In April 2021, a Dubai court 

sentenced the man to six months in prison and ordered him to pay a fine 

of Dhs5,000 for trying to threaten public order.

TAKEAWAY: Any post about fake violence can create fear and panic 

amongst the public. The Electronic Evidence Department at Dubai Police 

has confirmed that the gunshot sound effects were added to the video 

afterwards and were unrelated to the scene. The police clamp down on 

any such attempt to spread false information in the country, especially 

during this pandemic.

Social media
code in UAE
While there are downright criminals who knowingly violate the UAE Cybercrimes 

Law, a number of people land in jail simply because they were unaware of the law. 

Here are a few recent cases that you wouldn’t want to repeat.

1
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

whose arrest and provisional detention was ordered by the UAE 

Federal Public Prosecution in April 2020 for racist remarks. The 

issue came to light when the Federal Investigations Office of the 

Public Prosecution came across a video, in which the accused 

was being offensive to a community in the UAE. The authorities 

found that the video was clearly seeking to create social tension 

on the lines of racism and religious divisions.

TAKEAWAY: This is one of the most important rules to keep 

in mind as you operate social media: the UAE, home to more than 

200 nationalities, has made tolerance its central pillar, and the 

authorities work very hard to maintain peace among the various 

groups. The Federal Public Prosecution is advising social media 

users to obey the UAE laws on respect and dignity for all. Any 

insult to any ethnicity, religion, language, or gender would be 

tackled firmly by the law.

IS THERE RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE

OR RACISM IN YOUR POST?

Following the examples of the leadership, UAE society is 

based on religious and race equality. Incidents of racism or 

religious intolerance on social media are not very frequent but, 

once in a while, there are cases such as of a media person, 

3

DOES YOUR POST COMPRISE 

SOMEBODY’S SOCIAL MEDIA 

CONVERSATIONS WITH YOU?

In April 2021, a 35-year-old woman 

from another country went on trial 

at the Sharjah Misdemeanour Court 

for threatening to publish the social 

media conversations she had had 

with a 60-year-old man from the 

UAE. The woman had met the man 

on a matrimonial website and shared many texts and 

conversations over social media before deciding to get 

married. She arrived in the UAE to carry out formalities of her 

residency visa in order to marry him. Then, he changed his 

mind. The man said that he could help her find a job, but his 

family circumstances no longer allowed him to marry. She was 

furious by this turn of events and threatened to expose him 

with the recordings of their calls. The man went to the cops,   

arrested the woman. 

2

TAKEAWAY: There are two kinds of people who threaten 

to publish personal chats and conversations online — 

professional scammers who lure people into romances in 

order to wrest money from them; and ordinary people who 

do so due to anger, hurt feelings, or other strong emotions. 

The law, however, looks upon blackmail as a heinous crime. 

The Cybercrimes Law and other legal branches of the UAE 

are strict about privacy and one cannot violate the rights of 

an individual, including an old flame or an ex-employer, or 

entities, such as your place of work, using social media.
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IS YOUR POST DELIBERATELY CAUSING HARASSMENT?

In January 2021, a social media video that went viral 

showed four men mocking and harassing workers who 

belonged to another country. The former physically assaulted 

and threw socks at the latter in the streets and at shops for 

fun. The latter, though offended, did not rise to the bait. The 

UAE Public Prosecution was informed about the clip and 

they acted immediately by ordering the four perpetrators 

to be arrested. “The practices video-recorded are crimes 

against others, an abuse of others’ privacy using information 

technology, and a violation of public decency,” said the 

prosecution.

TAKEAWAY: The behaviour was vile and it went against the 

ethos of respect for all the people in the UAE. According to 

the UAE laws, the video also violated the right to privacy of 

the victims. It’s a crime to invade somebody’s privacy using 

a computer network and electronic information system and 

uploading their picture without permission. The penalty is 

imprisonment and a fine of up to Dhs500,000. 

5

4

brazenly strolled around a city thoroughfare — one of them 

brandished his COVID-19 positive diagnosis and the other filmed 

the experience. Then, to make sure more people saw them, 

the two uploaded the video on social media where, as they had 

predicted, it went viral. Guess who was not impressed? The Abu 

Dhabi Public Prosecution. They investigated the clip, identified 

its dramatis personae and ordered them to be put behind bars. 

The two men could be looking at a fine between Dhs10,000 and 

Dhs50,000 and/or imprisonment.

TAKEAWAY: Social media posts of this kind are contrary to 

medical advice and precautionary protocol in place against 

the pandemic. You’d find yourself facing trial, accused of 

endangering public health and violating COVID-19 safety 

measures. If you’re tempted to follow in the footsteps of these 

men, who clearly wanted to use the pandemic to get their 15 

seconds of fame, here’s a warning from the Abu Dhabi Public 

Prosecution: there is zero-tolerance for irresponsible behaviour 

such as this. People in the UAE are advised to follow COVID-19 

protocol and obey medical advice if they test positive.

IS YOUR POST VIOLATING COVID-19 PROTOCOL?

What’s the right thing to do if one has tested positive for 

COVID-19? Most people would go into quarantine, try not to 

panic, message everybody who has come into contact with 

them recently to get tested, and pray for a quick recovery. 

Two men in Abu Dhabi, however, had a different idea. They 
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CURRENCY

BY BRYAN SEALE

WITHIN THE UAE’S MINTED METALS AND BANKNOTES 

ARE SYMBOLS OF THE NATION’S RICH CULTURE AND 

HERITAGE. FIND OUT THE FASCINATING STORIES 

BEHIND THE PAPER MONEY AND COINS THAT 

CHANGE MILLIONS OF HANDS EVERY DAY

History 
in your 
pocket
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Y
ou feel the reassuring weight and 

texture of coins and banknotes 

minted in the UAE, and put this 

“change” straight into your wallet or 

pocket a dozen-odd times a day. Most 

expats become quickly familiar with the 

denominations; they barely need more 

than a glance to confirm if they’ve got 

the right amount. But have you paused 

to examine the dirhams and fils, and 

tried to read the stories in their designs? 

The UAE has established itself as 

a global trading and remittance hub. 

The name of the currency, “dirhams”, 

comes from the Greek word ‘drachmae’, 

literally meaning ‘handful’, and the 

currency design features many historical 

and significant landmarks and heritage 

symbols of the UAE. 

999 presents interesting pieces of 

history and trivia about each UAE fils 

coin and banknote. For example, did you 

know that the first minted 1, 5, and 10 fils 

coins were produced in bronze and the 

rest of them in cupro-nickel? Or that the 

UAE 1 dirham coin is the same size as 

the Philippine 1 peso coin? 

COIN ORIGINS

The first sightings of proof that the 

UAE has been using coins date back as 

far as the 4th century BC, revealed by 

excavations across the seven emirates. 

These ancient coins, made from silver 

and copper, were of Greek origin, 

which explains how the UAE’s ancestral 

lineage morphed the word ‘drachmae’ to 

‘dirham’. 

However, between 1914 and 1918, 

the existing trade routes between the 

UAE’s then-separated emirates and 

its neighbouring country, India, were 

expanded. This led to the introduction 

of the Indian Rupee as a currency in 

the UAE; this currency remained in 

circulation till 1936. 

In the middle of the 1930s, the 

first banknotes began to circulate, 

but the tribesmen and Bedouins 

always preferred coins for their 

weight and feel. Another reason 

cited by historians and coin 

experts was that the climate in 

the desert made it impractical to 

use paper money. This changed 

when the value of exchange became 

higher, making it inconvenient for 

traders to bring bags of metal coins. This 

led to the wider acceptance of lighter 

paper banknotes. 

OFFICIAL DENOMINATIONS: UAE 

dirham banknotes are available in 

eight denominations of 5, 10, 20, 50, 

100, 200, 500 and 1,000. For coins, 

the values commonly used include 

25 and 50 fils and 1 dirham. The value 

of each note is depicted on one side 

only, with banknotes having an English 

translation. 

TWO COUNTRIES: Apart from the 

UAE, only Morocco uses the term 

‘dirham’ as the country’s official 

currency. 

CURRENCY MUSEUM: The UAE 

has a dedicated museum that shows 

the history of its currency: The UAE 

Currency Museum, located at the 

ground floor of the Central Bank of the 

UAE. It is open daily from 11am to 11pm 

with free entry for the public.

NO OFFICIAL SYMBOL: The dirham 

doesn’t have an official symbol unlike 

the US Dollar or the UK Pound. 

MULTIPLE NAMES: In the UAE, the 

dirham is known and abbreviated in 

three different ways: DH, Dhs, and AED 

– with the latter being its official name 

across international markets. 

FAST FACTS ABOUT 
THE UAE DIRHAM

CURRENCY
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After a couple more decades, the Gulf 

created its very own ‘Gulf Rupee’, which 

began circulating around 1959. The 

currency changed twice in less than a 

decade. First, when the ‘Trucial States’ 

adopted the Saudi Riyal in 1966. Second, 

when the shift of political alliances 

between 1966 and 1973 led to the use 

of the Bahraini Dinar in Abu Dhabi, while 

Dubai, Ajman, Sharjah, Ras Al Khaimah, 

Umm Al Quwain, and Fujairah used the 

Qatar and Dubai Riyal.

The Trucial States would eventually be 

known as the United Arab Emirates, with 

the formation of the Union in December 

1971. It was during this transition that the 

new country began to form its very own 

currency, with a name that would be a 

nod to its humble origins of centuries 

past – the dirham. 

DISCOVERING DIRHAM’S PAST

On May 19, 1973, the UAE’s Currency 

Board, now known as the Central Bank 

of the UAE, made the historic move to 

launch its own 

currency, the 

dirham, following 

the legislation 

Union Law No. 2 of 

1973. Each dirham 

was subdivided 

into 100 fils, which 

has not been 

changed ever 

since. 

To aid in the 

transition to 

dirhams from 

dinars and 

riyals, the UAE 

established an 

exchange rate of 

one dirham for 

one Qatar and 

Dubai riyal, and 10 

dirhams for one 

Bahraini dinar. The 

Central Bank of 

the UAE reveals 

that there had 

been a total of 12.9 

million dinars and 

131 million riyals in circulation that were 

all replaced by 260 million dirhams.

The first minted dirhams featured 

the UAE’s iconic structures and desert 

sceneries, with banknotes produced in 

denominations of Dhs1, Dhs5, Dhs10, 

Dhs50, and Dhs100. For coins, there 

were denominations of 1, 5, and 10 fils 

made out of bronze, while the 25 and 

50 fils, and Dh1 coin were made out of 

cupro-nickel. 

On May 19, 1973, the 
UAE’s Currency Board, 

now known as the 
Central Bank of the 

UAE, made the historic 
move to launch its own 

currency, the dirham

A 1/12 anna coin in circulation in the UAE 
before the 1920s. The obverse of the coin 
bears the image of George V

25 fils featuring the Arabian Sand Gazelle

One ‘Gulf Rupee’, which had been circulated in the UAE, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, from 1959 to 1966. It was issued by the 
Government of India and the Reserve Bank of India
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On the front of each banknote, people 

used to see the watermark of a horse’s 

head along with the outline of the UAE’s 

coastal areas. On the back, some of 

the traditional images included a string 

of pearls (a nod to the UAE’s tradition 

of pearl-diving as one of its primary 

sources of trade and income), camels, a 

camel driver, an oil derrick, a dhow, as 

well as the palm tree.

PROMINENT FEATURES

Since 1973, the Central Bank of the 

UAE has designed and issued the official 

coins and banknotes of the country. 

For dirham coins, the obverse contains a 

unique symbol and the year when the coin 

was minted, presented in both Gregorian 

and Hijri years. The 1 dirham is commonly 

used as a commemorative coin that features 

specific landmarks, rulers, and events in the 

country when minted in different years.

The reverse side of each 1 dirham 

coin has the lettering of the ‘United Arab 

Emirates’ both in Arabic and English, 

together with the denomination, which is 

also in Arabic symbols. 

For the UAE’s banknotes, a watermark of 

a falcon is now printed as a principal security 

feature to prevent forgery and distinguish 

authentic paper money from fake ones. 

PROTECTED SYMBOL

All of UAE’s residents know better than to 

tarnish or tear a UAE banknote, as it carries 

the name and emblem of the country, and 

is an official representative of the country. 

This makes holding banknotes an important 

responsibility for everyone living here, due 

to the moral value of each banknote that 

transcends its monetary value.

The UAE’s Federal Law No. 14 of 

2018 regarding the Central Bank and 

Organisation of Financial Institutions 

and Activities stipulates that anyone 

who publicly and intentionally mutilates, 

destroys, or tears up currency shall be 

punished by a fine of Dhs1,000 or 10 times 

the value of the mutilated, destroyed or 

torn currency, whichever is higher.

In addition, mocking the UAE dirham 

is also deemed a criminal offence. 

According to Article 176 of the Federal 

Penal Code, anyone who insults, mocks, 

harms the reputation, prestige or statute 

of the state, its flag, its emblem, its 

symbols, or any of its institutions, shall 

be punished for a minimum period of 10 

years and a maximum of 25 years and 

face a fine of no less than Dhs500,000.

CURRENCY

The UAE’s Federal Law 

No. 14 of 2018 stipulates 

that anyone who publicly 

and intentionally 

mutilates, destroys, 

or tears up currency 

shall be punished by a 

fine of Dhs1,000 or 10 

times the value of the 

mutilated, destroyed or 

torn currency, whichever 

is higher

The first series of UAE banknotes with 1, 5, 10, 50, 100, 1000 denominations
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DH1: THE DALLAH COFFEE POT

The most common Dh1 coin features a 

long pot meant to be used to serve Arabic 

coffee or qahwa – this is a symbol of Emirati 

hospitality, central to social gatherings and 

official business activities. The coffee itself 

is boiled and unfiltered and can be served 

plain or blended with spices such as cardamom and saffron. Each guest is 

offered the qahwa in tiny cups called finjan and given at least three refills or 

until guests indicate that they’ve had enough.

50 FILS: OIL DERRICKS

The UAE’s 50 fils coin marks a significant change in the country’s 

trading history when it shifted from fishing and pearl-diving to oil. The 

three oil derricks represent the first discovery of oil in the emirates 

back in the 1950s, two decades before the formation of the Union. 

Historical records estimate that the first export of oil took place from 

Abu Dhabi in 1962. 

One significant change for the 50 fils coin is its shape, which used to 

be circular. Today, the 50 fils that residents know is that of a seven-

sided equilateral curved coin, first introduced in 1995.

WHAT’S IN A DIRHAM?
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CURRENCY

25 FILS: ARABIAN GAZELLE

A native of the UAE’s deserts, 

the Arabian Sand Gazelle is estimated to have lived 

in the country for decades, since the time of the late 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the UAE founding 

father. The Arabian Gazelle is found mostly in Abu Dhabi 

and has been listed as a vulnerable species by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature. Breeding 

programmes are ongoing to help preserve and allow for 

the growth of its population.

5 DIRHAMS: SHARJAH’S ‘BLUE SOUQ’ ON 

OBVERSE; IMAM SALEM AL MUTAWA MOSQUE ON 

REVERSE

The majority of Sharjah residents will easily identify 

the iconic structure on the UAE’s Dhs5 banknote – it 

depicts the Central Market in the emirate. The Blue 

Souq was built in 1978 and has since been an integral 

part of the emirate’s daily trade. The souq spans a total 

of 80,000 sq. ft, with stunning architectural features. 

On its reverse side, the five dirham note shows the 

emirate’s Imam Salem Al Mutawa Mosque, formerly 

known as the Al Jamaa Mosque.

10 DIRHAMS: OMANI DAGGER ON OBVERSE; PALM 

TREE FOREST ON REVERSE

The symbol on the UAE’s Dhs10 note represents the 

tradition amongst men who used Omani daggers, or 

‘Khanjar’ in Arabic, in the past decades for hunting and 

protection of their clans.

Today, the khanjars are present as decorative 

ornaments across souqs and homes within the UAE. 

They’re iconic symbols of the country’s rich heritage and 

represent security and power.

A massive palm tree forest is featured on the reverse 

side of the 10 dirham note. The plant is commonly 

seen across the entire country – most residents would 

associate the palm tree with traditional life here in the 

UAE, as it was a source of food and shelter for decades.
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50 DIRHAMS: ARABIAN ORYX ON OBVERSE; AL 

JAHILI FORT IN REVERSE

The UAE’s national animal, the Arabian Oryx, is 

featured prominently on the country’s Dhs50 note. This 

species was once thought to be extinct, but efforts 

spearheaded by the late Sheikh Zayed ensured its 

survival. Today, the Arabian Oryx serves as a testament 

to the UAE’s efforts to preserve wildlife.

On the reverse side, the 50 dirham note shows Al 

Ain’s iconic Al Jahili Fort, first established in 1891 to 

protect the palm farmers in the area. Today, Al Jahili Fort 

houses several antiques within a lush green environment 

that now serves as one of the area’s top tourist 

destinations.

20 DIRHAMS: DUBAI CREEK GOLF AND YACHT CLUB 

ON OBVERSE; DHOW BOATS ON REVERSE

The Dhs20 banknote represents the UAE's past and 

present, with traditional wooden dhows on the back 

of the note, and the Dubai Creek Golf and Yacht Club 

in the front. In 1993, the Dubai Creek Golf and Yacht 

Club opened its doors to the public as an 18-hole, par 

71 championship golf course, along with a sail-shaped 

clubhouse. This represents one of the modern landmarks 

on the UAE’s banknotes. 

Dhows were used for fishing and pearl-diving for 

decades before the discovery of oil here. Since the UAE 

is very much in touch with its heritage, the dhow on the 

banknote is an icon that reminds residents of a time 

when sailing and free-diving helped men in the country 

earn a living. 

100 DIRHAMS: AL FAHIDI FORT ON OBVERSE; DUBAI 

WORLD TRADE CENTRE BUILDING ON REVERSE

An iconic juxtaposition of the UAE’s past and present 

when it comes to structural developments can be seen 

on the Dhs100 note. 

The obverse side shows Dubai’s Al Fahidi Fort, which 

served as the ruler’s premises and later became the 

stronghold for the emirate’s weapons. Today, Al Fahidi 

Fort is currently being renovated as a tourist destination, 

where visitors will get to learn about Dubai’s rich history 

for the past centuries, with life-sized displays that show 

how the UAE’s ancestral generations used to live.

The reverse side shows the bustling Dubai World Trade 

Centre, a hub for the emirate’s biggest events that was 

first opened in 1979. It covers a total of 1.3 million sq. ft 

of covered event spaces and is known as the UAE’s first 

tallest building until 1999 with a height of 184m spanning 

38 storeys.
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CURRENCY

500 DIRHAMS: SAKER FALCON ON OBVERSE; 

JUMEIRAH GRAND MOSQUE ON REVERSE

The watermark across all the UAE banknotes appears 

prominently as an image on the obverse side of the 

Dhs500 note. 

The Saker Falcon is one of the UAE’s biggest species 

of falcons, known as the national bird of the country. To 

date, the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi has taken 

great strides in ensuring the protection and survival of the 

species, with the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 

setting up the Sheikh Zayed Falcon Release Programme in 

1996 to help release falcons back to the wild.

On the reverse side, the 500 dirham note shows the 

beautiful Jumeirah Grand Mosque, which first opened its 

doors to the public in 1979. 

200 DIRHAMS: ZAYED SPORTS CITY AND SHARIA 

COURT BUILDING ON OBVERSE; CENTRAL BANK OF 

THE UAE ON REVERSE

The Dhs200 note features three of Abu Dhabi’s 

prominent landmarks. On its obverse side, it shows the 

Sharia Court, now known as the Abu Dhabi Judicial 

Department, as well as the Zayed Sports City Stadium, 

which has hosted several of the UAE’s top sporting 

events since it opened in 1979. These include the AFC 

Asian Cups in 1979 and 2018; the 2019 Special Olympics 

World Summer Games; as well as the first-ever Papal 

Mass in the Arab region of His Holiness Pope Francis 

during the UAE's Year of Tolerance in February 2019.

On the reverse side, the banknote shows the façade 

of the Central Bank of the UAE, where all of the country’s 

currency notes are produced.

1,000 DIRHAMS: QASR AL HOSN ON OBVERSE; ABU 

DHABI SKYLINE ON REVERSE

The current highest denomination for the UAE dirham 

is its Dhs1,000 banknote, which shows the Qasr Al Hosn 

on its obverse side. The fort is known to be one of the 

UAE’s oldest such structures, dating back to the 1790s. 

Today, the fort still stands as one of the most significant 

buildings in Abu Dhabi; the watchtower we can see on 

the currency still stands proud today.

The reverse side of the 1,000 dirham banknote 

shows a skyline of the UAE’s capital – Abu Dhabi at the 

Corniche Area. The photo depicts its bustling cityscape, 

now filled with skyscrapers and tall buildings as a sign of 

the country’s continuous progress.

JUNE 202150 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



BEWARE OF THE FALLING ROCKETS 
OF FALSEHOODS

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

One wonders, how do space rockets on peaceful missions lose their 
way so often when weaponised missiles hit their targets with such 
accuracy?

T
he world held its breath during the incident of the Chinese 

rocket booster, which lost its course in the first half of May 

2021, before it burned and fell into the sea, most of its parts 

destroyed upon entering the atmosphere. 

Later, Rocket Lab, an American company that specialises in the 

field of aerospace, reported losing a space rocket after the launch 

failure. The company tweeted that the first part of the rocket was 

supposed to be launched as planned, but in 

the second stage of ignition, engine failure 

resulted in an abortive mission. The rocket 

was carrying two satellites, belonging to 

another company. Experts said that this 

matter was not of any concern, as it was 

with the Chinese rocket, since the weight of 

the American rocket was only 500kg, while 

the Chinese rocket booster weighed more 

than 21 tonnes.

The Chinese government defended its 

handling of the failed rocket mission, 

pointing out that it witnessed discrimination 

by many countries and the global media 

when they compared it with the American 

rocket. China said that its rocket freefall was 

subjected to different standards than what 

was usually done for the United States and 

other space programmes.

The government complained about the unfair treatment of 

China, recalling the reaction of many countries and their media to 

the fall of the debris from a rocket launched by the American 

company SpaceX on the coast of Oregon in March 2021. “At that 

time, the American media used a romantic speech. Phrases such 

In the time of stray 
rockets, we must be 
more careful and 
vigilant to avoid 
these rockets of 
misinformation 
falling on our 
surroundings and 
destroying our values 
that have been 
inherited generation 
after generation

as ‘meteors light up the night sky’ were used at the time to cover 

the debris of the rocket, but when it comes to China, the approach 

is completely different,” it said.

In the time of stray rockets, we must be more careful and vigilant 

to avoid these rockets of misinformation falling on our 

surroundings and destroying our values that have been inherited 

generation after generation. 

This game of tug-of-war should not be at 

the expense of other nations, which hold 

their breath whenever a missile loses its 

way and could explode at any moment and 

any place. The problem is that such rockets 

are usually expected to fall on some poor 

countries, or in the seas near them.

Rockets do not usually go astray and 

deviate from their paths. It seems that these 

rockets are often the type that carries 

satellites or returns from space stations. 

However, weaponised missiles, which aim 

to destroy human lives, do not lose their 

way; they go straight to the target, with the 

margin of error at almost zero per cent. This 

makes us wonder why the recent space 

rockets went astray.

In today’s times, the truth has become 

ambiguous after some deceitful people 

have wrapped their falsehoods in a veil of truth. Unfortunately, the 

truthful people have become unable to protect the truth and failed 

to prevent the dishonest from exploiting and using it to spread 

their messages, which are more dangerous to human societies 

than stray rockets.

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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CYBERCRIME

DISPEL
THE DESPAIR

BY SANCHITA GUHA

A RECENTLY PUBLISHED DUBAI-FOCUSED STUDY FINDS THAT CYBER-

BULLYING IS QUITE RAMPANT AMONGST SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. 

THE PROBLEM HAS BEEN AGGRAVATED BY THE EXTRA TIME SPENT ONLINE 

DURING THE PANDEMIC. 999 ASKS WHAT THE SOLUTIONS ARE FOR 

STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND TEACHERS
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S
tudents in UAE schools are now 

in the last month of the current 

academic year, with the two-month 

summer holidays starting on July 2, 2021. 

For most students, this is usually a time 

of excitement, as they look forward to 

a summer break and prepare for the 

next school year. But for some students, 

much of the joy of moving up to a new 

class would be killed by bullying, more 

specifically cyber-bullying. This summer 

is going to be particularly difficult for 

cyber-bullying victims, as travel options 

are still limited, and the unpredictable 

infection flare-ups in many parts of the 

world, caused by new variants of the novel 

coronavirus, have made families wary of 

going abroad. That means a lot of time 

spent at home, and a lot of time spent on 

the Internet, where the cyber-bullies can 

pounce on their victims any time.

While the pandemic has brought out the 

good in people, school bullies seem to 

still get a sick pleasure out of being bad, 

hurting their vulnerable peers or younger 

students. In a Dubai-focused study, 

published in 2021 in the Psychology and 

Education Journal, which is a US-based 

Scopus-indexed academic journal, two 

researchers looked at cyber-bullying in 

non-Arab schools in the emirate, through 

a sample group of 100 Grade 11 and 

12 senior high school students of both 

genders, aged 15-18 years.

The researchers are Virgimin Reyes 

Panganiban, Guidance Counsellor, 

College of Rehabilitation Sciences at the 

De La Salle Medical and Health Sciences 

Institute in the Philippines; and Dr Rommel 

Pilapil Sergio, Professor of Human 

Resource Management at the Abu Dhabi 

School of Management and educational 

psychologist. Their study is titled ‘The 

Lived Experiences of Cyberbullied Senior 

High School Students: A United Arab 

Emirates Case’. 

The fact that school bullying in the 

UAE is, most unfortunately, alive and 

well despite the country’s open-minded, 

multi-cultural society — and despite all 

its humanitarian work done during the 

COVID-19 pandemic — once again came 

to people’s attention in September 2020, 

when Sharjah Police said that any students 

During the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its impact on the world, 

changes have taken place that have 
had a profound impact on everyone, 
especially children, and with the 
application of the distance learning 
and the remote work system, we see 
the pivotal role that the Internet 
plays in the continuation of the 
learning process. This makes us more 
alert to the phenomenon of bullying 
in the digital space

HH Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, Mother of the Nation

MOTHER OF THE NATION AGAINST CYBER-BULLYING

The UAE makes untiring efforts to prevent cyber-bulling through legislation 

and awareness, and the country’s leadership is very vocal against this menace. In 

November 2020, the UAE Ministry of Education launched the 4th National Bullying 

Prevention Week, in collaboration with the Supreme Council for Motherhood and 

Childhood, and in partnership with more than 28 federal and local entities.

During this nationwide campaign, Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, 

Chairwoman of the General Women’s Union, President of the Supreme Council for 

Motherhood and Childhood, and Supreme Chairwoman of the Family Development 

Foundation, under whose patronage the campaign was held, spoke up against 

cyber-bullying.

Revered as the ‘Mother of the Nation’, Her Highness said, “The concerted efforts 

of federal and local institutions and civil society to address the phenomenon of 

bullying and raise awareness about it underscore the endeavour of the country to 

ensure that the best interests of the child are above any consideration to protect 

his or her rights and guarantee his or her well-being and safety of growth.

“During the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the world, changes have 

taken place that have had a profound impact on everyone, especially children, and 

with the application of the distance learning and the remote work system, we see 

the pivotal role that the Internet plays in the continuation of the learning process. 

This makes us more alert to the phenomenon of bullying in the digital space.” 
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found bullying another student recovering 

from COVID-19 would risk being suspended 

from school. Commenting on this subject, 

the head of a private school in Sharjah said 

that bullying a student for suffering from 

COVID-19 was considered a “third-degree 

offence” by the institute administration. 

Brigadier Arif bin Hudaib, Director of 

Media and Moral Guidance at Sharjah 

Police, pointed out that such cyber-bullying 

attacks could be faced by the victims 

during e-lessons or on WhatsApp groups. 

He urged both bullied students and their 

parents to report the matter.

The summary of the study undertaken 

by Panganiban and Sergio also 

strongly advocated a greater degree of 

involvement by the adults in preventing 

bullying of youngsters by youngsters. The 

study authors wrote: “School authorities in 

the UAE are not behind in implementing 

policies related to cyber-bullying, but 

[the problem continues for] victims who 

have less courage to speak up on their 

experiences. While a preventive execution 

[method] could be strengthened by closely 

monitoring students’ activities inside the 

school premises, school administrators 

should exert more efforts to encourage 

parents to involve [themselves] actively 

in the daily undertakings of their children. 

Relative to the results of the study, parents 

shoulder the major responsibilities to 

safeguard and provide greater protection 

for their children.”

Asked if he thought that this problem of 

cyber-bullying is always going to plague 

society, Sergio told 999 that he believed 

there could be a permanent remedy. 

“The [UAE] government has enough [new] 

programmes to support the existing ones 

[against cyber-bullying]. This has been 

going on and on, not just in the UAE, but 

across the world, but it doesn’t mean 

we won’t be able to solve this perennial 

concern,” he said. “Cyber-bullying is just 

a niche of the greater picture of mental 

health concerns. It may arise from time to 

time, but it doesn’t mean that there are no 

effective [anti]cyber-bullying programmes 

in the UAE.”

The extreme digitalisation as a 

consequence of the pandemic has made 

cyber-bullying cases more frequent, 

estimates Sergio. “Cyber-bullying has 

increased exponentially during the 

pandemic, due to several reasons: the 

exposure of kids and young adults alike 

[to the digital media] has increased, 

and the concentration of their online 

engagements has increased as well; 

parents who have been guiding their 

kids during the online engagements 

are present only during the 

classes, and cannot guide 

their kids 24x7.

“Moreover, chances are 

that parents also have to 

work from home. And if 

they are back in their respective physical 

workplaces [by now], there’s even less 

monitoring [of the children and young 

adults] by the parents.”

Nonetheless, the researcher reiterated, 

“There are no problems that cannot 

be solved. The UAE has been doing its 

best. This can be resolved at so many 

levels: through awareness programmes, 

particularly in schools; co-ordination 

between 

guidance 

Cyber-bullying 
has increased 

exponentially during the 
pandemic, due to several 
reasons: the exposure 
of kids and young adults 
alike to the digital 
media has increased, 
and the concentration 
of their online 
engagements 
has increased 
as well 

DR ROMMEL PILAPIL SERGIO
Professor of Human Resource Management at 

the Abu Dhabi School of Management
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counsellors and parents; training 

programmes for teachers, so that they 

can give ‘psychological first-aid’ following 

early detection of bullying in the class or 

online. Once this is manifested through 

the behaviour of students, the teacher 

immediately comes into play along 

with the guidance counsellors. So, the 

psychological first-aid is part of the 

psycho-social services being implemented 

in schools right now.

“As an educational psychologist, I can 

say that [through] my involvement with the 

guidance counsellors, teachers, parents, 

when we work on 360-degree psycho-

social services, this is what I pick up, that 

we can do a lot. The parents can detect 

what’s going on with the kids; the teacher, 

being a middle person, can communicate 

his or her observations to the guidance 

counsellors, who in turn communicate this 

to the parents. That’s the loop where we 

can find interventions 

happening in different 

schools in the UAE.”

DEVASTATING IMPACT

It’s vital to keep exploring ways to weed 

out cyber-bullying, as it can leave students 

feeling crushed, impacting their present 

and their future.

Based on in-depth interviews of 

students, the study by Panganiban and 

Sergio reinforced that cyber-bullied 

students in the UAE generally had 

“experiences pertaining to denigration, 

exclusion, and alienation”.  All of these 

would impact people in any age group, but 

youngsters more so, as they need a sense 

of belonging in their peer groups. The 

study added: “Common to the narration 

of the respondents are situations where 

they received frequent harmful cruel and 

untrue statements from cyber-bullies. They 

also experienced being excluded in the 

online group and nobody wanted them 

to be part of any group. The respondents 

also narrated being alienated and felt that 

nobody wanted them to be in school.”

Such a feeling of being unwanted can 

be devastating for teenagers. People in 

this age group, all over the world, need 

recognition and 

validation from 

their peers. Being subjected to lies, being 

mocked, feeling constantly afraid of a 

sudden cyber-bullying attack coming 

on a social network, where everyone 

can see the victim being bullied, leaves 

them drained. A blog on PsychCentral.

com, headlined ‘Cyberbullying: The 

Psychological Effects on Teens’, said: 

“Cyberbullying can cause debilitating fear, 

destruction of self-esteem, social isolation, 

poor academic performance. It can 

also lead to difficulty in forming healthy 

relationships and, most importantly, 

victims can develop severe symptoms 

of post-traumatic stress, anxiety and 

depression.”

The Dubai study had similar findings. 

Students interviewed here expressed the 

following: 

• “I’m not always giving my best, believing 

I can’t make it and [am] afraid to be 

judged again.”

• “I did not deserve to be excluded [from] 

the group; I wasn’t deep inside a bad 

person at all.”

• “I was an achiever of the class, but 

because of being excluded [from] the 

group, my academic performance was 

badly affected.”

Around 50 per cent of the students in 

the Dubai study expressed a strong 

need for acceptance in their peer 

group. When excluded from the group 

because of the machinations of the 

cyber-bullies, these victims fell into 

social withdrawal and became nervous 

about participating in group activities. 

Almost all of them experienced 

irrational thoughts caused by anxiety, 

Bullying used to 
earlier happen in 

the school and classroom 
but when you went home, 
you were safe. Now, with 
cyber-bullying, it 
doesn’t stop 
even if you 
are in your 
bedroom

DR HANEEN JARRAR
Dubai-based child psychologist

CYBER-BULLY

Document cyber-bullying

A blog on PsychCentral.com, headlined ‘Cyberbullying: The Psychological 

Effects on Teens’, said: “Encourage [teenage victims of cyber-bullying] to 

document every incident by saving and taking screenshots of unkind texts, 

e-mails, photos and other unwelcome images. Saving the URLs of where 

the negative messages came from is also helpful. Or suggest that your child 

forward them directly to you.

“Report cases of cyber-bullying or even suspicion of cyber-bullying to 

teachers and administrators at your child’s school. In extreme cases, inform 

law enforcement officials and keep records of any and all conversations. 

Most of all, assure your child that bullying in any form is hurtful and wrong, 

and that they are never to blame for the immature and cruel behaviour of 

their peers.”
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and around 50 per cent revealed that they 

had suicidal thoughts and became very 

easily affected — almost paranoid — by 

what others thought about them. About 80 

per cent of the bullied students said that 

their academic performance suffered.

NO PROTECTIVE BARRIERS

Given the reach of social networks, 

it’s very easy for a cyber-bully to deeply 

humiliate the victim in front of scores of 

their peers, and there is no protection. A 

November 2018 report in an Abu Dhabi 

newspaper quoted Dr Haneen Jarrar, 

Child Psychologist at Camali Clinic in 

Dubai, as saying, “Bullying used to [earlier] 

happen in the school and classroom but 

when you went home, you were safe. 

Now, with cyber-bullying, it doesn’t stop 

even if you are in your bedroom.”

The PsychCentral blog outlined why 

cyber-bullying was such a widespread 

phenomenon. It said: “With today’s 

mandatory need for smartphones and 

24x7 access to social media platforms, 

anyone can be a perpetual target. But 

because teens and young adults access 

these digital platforms so often, they are 

the most vulnerable. Staying ‘connected’ 

online with friends is not always as 

innocent as it appears. Here are a few 

things to consider about cyber-bullying:

“Cyber-bullying is easier to commit than 

traditional acts of bullying because the 

perpetrator doesn’t have to confront the 

victim in person. It can also be perpetrated 

anonymously, so victims often don’t know 

who is targeting them.

“Perpetrators get to operate outside the 

view of adults, making it harder for parents 

to recognise and address it, if and when 

their kids are being victimised.

“For victims themselves, it can feel 

like there’s no escape. While the school 

day typically ends in mid-afternoon, the 

Internet never closes down. That means 

the online abuse is often unrelenting, 

continuous, and may go on for days, 

weeks or even months.”

TAKE ACTION, PARENTS

The blog advised taking immediate 

action if parents suspected that their 

teenage son or daughter was being 

cyber-bullied. For this, the parents 

need to be attuned to any changes in 

their children’s behaviour. First, making 

parents aware of the different types of 

cyber-bullying, the blog said: “The online 

abuse takes the form of name-calling, 

spreading false rumours, forwarding 

sexually explicit images and messages, 

cyber-stalking, physical threats, and the 

unauthorised sharing of personal images 

and information without consent.” It 

added that Instagram, Facebook, and 

Snapchat were the top three social 

networks for this offence.

Second, the blog suggested looking for 

signals of distress. It said: “Here are some 

signs to look for that may indicate your 

teen is a victim. For example, extreme 

mood swings, angry outbursts, irritability, 

spending more time alone than usual, 

avoiding friends they used to hang out 

with as well as repeated texts or calls from 

numbers you don’t recognise.”

Third, the parents were given an action 

plan. The blog said: “If you suspect your 

child is a victim of cyber-bullying, take 

action. Talk to your child even if it feels 

awkward. Approach the conversation 

gently, allowing your child to explain the 

situation in his or her own words. Assure 

your child that their value as a person 

has nothing to do with being teased or 

harassed. Let them know that retaliation or 

even responding to a bully online can only 

make the situation worse.”

SCHOOL SUPPORT SYSTEM

The Dubai school study recommended: 

“First, creation of [a] support group system 
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for all victims of any sorts of bullying will 

be helpful in overcoming their painful 

experiences. Through this system, 

students will have more room to share 

their cyber-bullying thoughts, views, and 

experiences and may contribute better 

solutions to the problem as there will 

be support and guidance from amongst 

members of the group. 

“Second, the school counsellor can 

organise and facilitate activity, to raise 

awareness on the warning signs related to 

cyber-bullying, where parents, students, 

and teachers are the major participants.”

Documenting their insights in the study 

paper, the researchers said they believed 

that “moral education subject must be 

reinforced in the school curriculum as an 

effective tool to minimise the problems 

related to cyber-bullying”. The UAE has, 

since July 2016, included moral education 

in the school curricula for all nationalities. 

Taught from Grade 1 to 12, the subject 

has four pillars: character & morality; 

individual & community; civic studies; and 

cultural studies.

A Dubai-focused study titled ‘The Lived Experiences of 

Cyberbullied Senior High School Students: A United Arab 

Emirates Case’, by researchers Virgimin Reyes Panganiban, 

Guidance Counsellor, College of Rehabilitation Sciences at 

the De La Salle Medical and Health Sciences Institute in the 

Philippines; and Dr Rommel Pilapil Sergio, Professor of Human 

Resource Management at the Abu Dhabi School of Management, 

has proposed a series of interventions for UAE schools to prevent 

cyber-bullying. The interventions are as follows:

• Assertiveness training and relaxation exercises: These 

would help them develop their self-esteem, lessen the 

feeling of anxiety, and be able to handle their emotions 

positively. The intervention should promote empathy, 

ethical decision-making skills, and respect amongst 

students and increase awareness of Internet safety 

strategies amongst students and their families.

• Empathy programme: The young people in this UAE 

study felt that it was important for bullies and their 

followers to see how victims suffer. They assumed 

that a [social network] design feature that could 

make pain and sadness concrete would lead to 

bullies self-regulating their bullying behaviour. 

• Training manual for educators: Information to be 

organised and disseminated about the basics of 

cyber-bullying, a practical orientation, information about 

This education is vital for inculcating the 

values of tolerance and kindness, which 

are diametrically opposite to the cruelty 

of cyber-bullying. Increased digitalisation 

is only going to expose more teenagers 

to cyber-threats, of which cyber-bullying 

is a big part. The only way to eliminate 

this extremely damaging phenomenon 

is for society to beat back cyber-bullies 

in a concerted manner and to express 

solidarity with the victims so that they 

don’t feel isolated and scared to speak up.

PROPOSED INTERVENTIONS TO CURB CYBER-BULLYING AMONGST STUDENTS

training skills and strategies for diagnosis and intervention, a 

focus on narratives, and multimedia resources.

• Activities: Building a support group system to establish 

trusting friendships with other people.

• Anti-bullying programme: This may consist of three 

modules focused on the social system, i.e., teachers 

and non-teaching staff; parents, and the peer group 

and students; those who are directly involved in bully/

victim problems. 

• Programmes for parents and support staff: Advocating 

for the implementation of school policies with regard 

to cyber-bullying and collaborating with other school 

personnel and parents to design and implement 

prevention and intervention programmes may 

serve to strengthen school counsellors’ 

efforts.
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COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

W
hat’s next with COVID-19 and related developments? It 

is very important to ask this question after nearly a 

year-and-a-half since the outbreak. It is important to 

highlight the efforts and initiatives of the UAE in confronting this 

pandemic and limit its repercussions, especially by making 

vaccines available to all citizens and residents.

So far, this country has provided 12 million doses—a proactive 

measure that has facilitated the gradual return to normalcy and 

eased some precautionary measures with regard to outdoor 

activities and entertainment.

As more and more people get the 

vaccine, it helps curb the spread of the 

virus. The UAE has taken numerous 

measures to ensure business and 

education continuity and has achieved 

various milestones despite the 

challenging circumstances that many 

countries have not yet overcome, as they 

were not ready and were not accustomed 

to making quick decisions.

The challenges and obstacles we have 

faced in this pandemic, the systems and 

programmes that we have benefited from, 

all require re-evaluation and review, 

alongside monitoring of results and desired 

goals that shall be our targets for social and economic progress in 

the coming years, whether we face similar crises or not.

The UAE has invested a lot during the pandemic, in order to 

mitigate the loss of lives and other psychological and social losses. 

Institutional work has been divided into main tasks that we have 

always been accustomed to before the pandemic; supportive tasks 

have driven the growth in all sectors. Therefore, balancing between 

these tasks is a strategic goal, while celebrating the 

accomplishments is a supportive task, no more, no less.

Our health sector needs review, the first line of defence needs to 

WHAT COMES NEXT
IN THIS PANDEMIC?

Dr Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is 
a prominent UAE writer interested in 
local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

evaluate its performance and incentives, work systems in 

institutions need to be re-examined, the performance of 

employees needs to be evaluated, our curricula and education 

systems need to be studied, our students’ knowledge gains during 

the pandemic period need to be revisited, university majors and 

the needs of the labour market need to be assessed.

In addition, the social phenomena that emerged at the time of 

the pandemic must be tackled, and mental disorders need to be 

identified and treated. Everything that we have lived through this 

year-and-a-half shall always remind us 

of the efforts that have been made to 

invest in a better future.

The pandemic revealed challenges 

at all levels, which countries addressed 

differently with various mechanisms 

and procedures. Investments were 

mostly made in hospitals and remote 

work systems that helped manage life 

and its necessities effectively and 

confront the pandemic at the health 

and economic level.

This raises a particularly important 

question: how will we benefit from them 

in the future to preserve what we have 

saved in terms of budgets, human 

effort, and time, as we cannot have these efforts go in vain, and it 

is unreasonable to leave successful experiences behind without 

using them in similar circumstances?

It is hoped that before the full recovery from the pandemic, we 

can study and analyse everything the UAE has gone through and 

develop a plan for everything that institutions have encountered. It 

is also crucial to review work and education systems and their 

outputs and create regulations that invest in the successful ones 

— the ones that reduce expenditure and fulfil potential — that we 

can rely on in all circumstances, not necessarily in crises. 

Everything that the UAE has done to combat COVID-19 and ensure 
economic continuity needs to be analysed, in order to use those 
experiences for a better future

Everything that we 
have lived through 
this year-and-a-half 
shall always remind 
us of the efforts 
that have been 
made to invest in a 
better future
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FAR OUT!
UAE WOMEN 
REACH FOR 
THE STARS

BY ALLISON MOORE

THOUGH IN VERY DIFFERENT LINES OF WORK, THE UAE’S 

FIRST FEMALE ASTRONAUT AND THE FIRST FEMALE CAR 

WORKSHOP OWNER ARE BOTH PIONEERS CARVING NEW 

PATHS FOR UAE WOMEN. 999 SALUTES THESE TRAILBLAZERS
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T
he growth of the UAE is shaped by 

vision and marked with milestones. 

Celebrating its Golden Jubilee this 

year, the country has made great strides 

in almost every field, but one achievement 

shines brighter than others — its success 

in the empowerment of women. The UAE 

is an example of what happens when a 

nation treats men and women equally. 

There is almost no field where UAE 

women haven’t been advancing rapidly; 

in this journey, the country’s government 

has been their ally, with leaders in the very 

highest echelon vocally expressing their 

support for ambitious women.

In the first week of May 2021, Huda 

Al Matroushi of Sharjah had a great and 

delightful surprise: she got a phone call 

from His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 

commending her work as the UAE’s 

first female car workshop owner — he 

even asked her to service his own car. 

Huda, 36, whose garage in Sharjah is 

the culmination of a lifelong fascination 

with cars, was left teary-eyed with happy 

emotion.

A woman owning and running a car 

repair garage is uncommon anywhere 

in the world; it’s rarer still for the female 

owner to be a skilled mechanic herself 

— Huda is a pioneer in the UAE on both 

counts. Praising her achievement, HH 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said, “We are 

proud to have such great people—women 

carving new paths—and we encourage 

you and stand with you.”

Just a month earlier, in the second week 

of April 2021, the UAE celebrated its first 

female astronaut, Nora Al Matrooshi. She 

and Mohammed Al Mulla were chosen to 

be the UAE’s next two astronauts and they 

were to begin training soon at the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA), United States.

Nora, 28, is a graduate of the second 

batch of the Emirates Astronauts 

Programme, and she was selected 

over thousands of other candidates. A 

stargazer since childhood, she nurtured 

her love for space and astronomy and 

worked hard to reach this juncture.

NATIONAL TRACK RECORD

The achievements of these women 

don’t come from a vacuum; these are the 

rewards of supportive national policies 

and the UAE’s investment in women’s 

progress from the very beginning. It was 

the vision of the UAE’s founding father, the 

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 

who illuminated the road the UAE women 

were to take. “The woman is half of society, 

and any country that pursues development 

should not leave her in poverty or illiteracy. 

I am on the woman’s side. I always say this 

in order to uphold her right to work and 

participate in the building process of her 

country,” said Sheikh Zayed, who made 

women’s empowerment his mission and a 

legacy for the country.

GENDER

We are proud to have such 
great people—Emirati 

women carving new paths— and 
we encourage you and stand 
with you

HH SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN 

ZAYED AL NAHYAN 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces
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HE NOURA BINT
MOHAMMED AL KAABI
UAE Minister of Culture and Youth

During the 
pandemic, one of 

the strongest decisions 
concerning women 
and the job market 
was to allow mothers 
with children in grade 
six and below, or 
those with children of 
determination, 
to work 
remotely 
from home

The outcomes have become self-

evident over the decades, and they 

collectively make a badge of honour for 

the country soon to turn 50.

In February 2021, when the World 

Bank released the ‘Women, Business 

and the Law 2021’ report, amongst the 

most prestigious data-based publications 

on women’s economic participation, the 

UAE emerged at the top of the rankings 

in the Middle East and North Africa 

region. It scored a full 100 points in five 

indices — Movement, Workplace, Wages, 

Entrepreneurship, and Pension. Her 

Highness Sheikha Manal bint Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, President of the 

UAE Gender Balance Council, stressed: 

“This success has resulted from the UAE 

leadership’s unwavering support and 

commitment towards women, enabling 

them to have equal opportunities to 

contribute to the nation’s sustainable 

development.” 

Women are the firm foundation of the 

UAE’s progressive and modern society, 

the bulwark of its political, economic, 

scientific and social growth, and the 

building blocks of its future endeavours. 

Equal rights for men and women are 

enshrined in the Constitution of the UAE, 

and society recognises men and women 

as equal participants in public life.

Commenting on UAE women’s active 

role in society during the pandemic, 

Her Excellency Noura bint Mohammed 

Al Kaabi, UAE Minister of Culture and 

Youth, said: “The country has a strong 

legal framework so that women do not 

face any disadvantages in the job market. 

During the pandemic, one of the strongest 

decisions concerning women and the 

job market was to allow mothers with 

children in grade six and below, or those 

with children of determination, to work 

remotely from home.”

Thanks to generations of policymakers 

and leaders working towards protecting 

the freedoms and dreams of every girl 

in the UAE, Emirati women are not only 

socially aware and culturally sensitive 

but also amongst the most driven and 

ambitious in the world.

999 puts the spotlight on Huda and 

Nora to look closely at their achievements 

and the inspiration they can give to others.
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GENDER

HUDA AL MATROUSHI: 
UNSTOPPABLE DRIVE

A garage is where a motorist goes if 

their car malfunctions or if the servicing 

is long overdue. One garage in Sharjah, 

however, is doing more than repairs — it 

aims to create a sense of excitement and 

interest in how cars are fixed, why things 

go wrong, and how drivers can get better. 

The most unusual factor of Imex Car 

Service is the person steering the business 

—Huda Al Matroushi, the first Emirati 

woman mechanic to start a car garage. 

On most days, one can see her dressed 

in the overalls of a car mechanic, sliding 

below cars and fixing the nuts and bolts 

of the vehicles, changing tyres and fixing 

radiators, carburettors and the engines.

Impressed by her drive and ingenuity 

when he got to know about her, HH Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed called and praised 

Huda, and added that she should keep 

moving ahead and become a role model 

for the coming generations of women.

Nobody was more surprised by the 

phone call than Huda herself. When she 

decided to start Imex Car Service, her 

father and other family members were 

sceptical. “I told [my father] to take a 

leap of faith, trust me, and see what I am 

capable of,” she said in a media interview. 

The call from His Highness the Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi was a validation of 

her self-confidence and the support of her 

family as she stepped into a business that 

had, until then, been the bastion of men.

Huda was drawn to cars as a child 

when her cousin’s toy car broke down. 

She spent all her time tinkering with the 

machine, trying to make the car right. It 

took a week of working on the car late 

into the night before the toy car began 

to run again. The first success gave her 

a passion for “fixing things” that has 

lasted a lifetime. She began to frequent 

the industrial belts of Sharjah and Dubai, 

where she learned advanced methods of 

repairing cars and why some parts tend 
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has expired. People did raise eyebrows in 

the beginning but Huda was undeterred. 

“His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed told me, during the phone call, that 

I have the ability to reach great heights if I 

focus on that. I told him that I would try to 

be the best,” she said.

There are two people working for 

her in the workshop, but Huda believes 

in the hands-on approach. She has no 

qualms about getting her hands dirty, 

because “this is my job, which is actually 

my hobby”. Moreover, she believes that 

the best way to learn and understand 

machines and vehicles is to work with 

them directly. Her male colleagues 

found it strange initially to take orders 

from a woman or to see her doing the 

heavy lifting in a garage. But, Huda’s 

professionalism and deep knowledge of 

cars won — she broke the glass ceiling 

and has established herself as one of the 

best mechanics in the emirate.

Like many others, this businesswoman, 

too, was hit by the slowdown caused by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. She opened 

her garage in 2020 and, in a short time, 

had to go into temporarily close it during 

the height of the pandemic. She had 

to reduce her staff strength from six to 

two, but she didn’t give up. All her life, 

Huda has set the bar higher and higher 

for herself. Now, she’s navigating the 

economic road bumps by working harder. 

When the mobility restrictions eased, she 

redoubled her efforts. With her heartfelt 

service and strong advice on cars, she 

has a steady stream of clients who trust 

her. “I have plans to convert the garage 

into a large repair centre, or start a chain 

of garages across the country,” she said. 

Drive on.

HUDA AL MATROUSHI
The first woman car mechanic in the UAE

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed told 

me, during the phone call, 
that I have the ability to reach 
great heights if I focus on 
that. I told him that I would 
try to be the best

NAUSHEEN SHAMSHER
Writer, Indian expat

Women in the UAE have always 

been given importance irrespective of 

their nationality or field. I have been here 

in the country for over a decade, and my 

trust in the system's policies regarding 

empowerment, unbiased approach and fair 

pay have only got stronger with the passing 

of each day. 

AISHA AMAL
Mother of two, Jordanian expat

Women can be anyone in the UAE, and 

when we say ‘anyone’, we mean everybody 

who plays an indispensable role in society. 

Not everyone can be an astronaut, a doctor 

or a police officer without the motivation 

and support of a loving and caring mother. A 

mother is one of the noblest professions in 

the world. 

FARHEEN MATHERANWALA
Homemaker, Indian expat

The UAE has been at the 

epitome of women empowerment. 

As a housewife, I have never felt 

out of place or less confident in any 

way. The country has equal rules and 

regulations for everybody and I am 

glad to be a part of this place that 

treats everyone with dignity.

FEMALE EXPATS SPEAK
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NORA AL MATROOSHI:
EYE ON THE STARS

How smart does a woman have to 

be to go to space? Nora Al Matrooshi 

had to surpass 4,305 other candidates 

in areas ranging from intelligence and 

personality to technical ability and medical 

health to emerge as the first Arab woman 

to become an astronaut. She will be 

accompanied at her NASA training by 

Mohammed Al Mulla. Both are from the 

Mohammed bin Rashid Space Centre 

astronaut programme. Her success has 

enabled the UAE to set another historical 

precedent in gender equality that the 

world could emulate.

When her name was announced last 

April by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 

and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, Nora said: “The nation gave me 

unforgettable moments today. I aim to 

work hard to script historical moments and 

achievements that will be etched forever 

in the memory of our people. I thank 

our wise leadership and the team of the 

UAE Astronaut Programme. Preparations 

and work begin now.” Until now, only 65 

NORA AL MATROOSHI
The UAE’s first woman astronaut

I aim to work hard to 
script historic moments 
and achievements that 

will be etched forever in the 
memory of our people

women from across the world have made 

the journey to space — Nora is set to be 

the 66th.

Born in Sharjah, she set her sights 

way beyond the earth when she was 

still a child. She was an ardent stargazer 

at a young age and attended events 

and lessons about space at her school. 

Led by sheer passion, Nora graduated 

in mechanical engineering from the 

United Arab Emirates University in 2015 

and excelled in Math and Engineering 

subjects. She won first place in the UAE at 

the International Mathematical Olympiad 

2011; was selected for the 2013 UAE 

Youth Ambassadors Programme in South 

Korea, and represented the UAE at the UN 

International Youth Conference in 2018 

and 2019.

Today, Nora also works as an 

engineer at the National Petroleum 

Construction Company and is a member 

of The American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers. She has managed several 

projects for the Abu Dhabi National Oil 

Company. Next, she will train in manned 

spaceflight and space research, in order 

to conduct low-orbit missions, at NASA’s 

Johnson Space Centre.

What’s her mantra for success? “She 

lives by the motto of ‘Do what makes you 

happy,’” said a video released by the 

Mohammed bin Rashid Space Centre. 

This is most likely the reason why Nora 

consistently impressed her teachers. 

Her professors at UAE University have 

described her as bright, talented, and 

dedicated as well as an “out-of-the-box 

thinker”. She was diligent about projects 

and laboratory assignments and received 

an A score in her work at university.

“She headed a group of students that 

designed a unique air-conditioning system 

for a building. The design project earned 

her full marks. She was one of the high 

performers in her batch and competed 

with others in scoring the top grades,” said 

Prof. Mohamed Younes El-Saghir Selim, 

Chair of the Mechanical Engineering 

Department, UAEU. Like many high 

achievers, Nora is also deeply involved 

in volunteer work, especially in areas that 

involve and guide the youth.

WOMEN AS COVID-19 WARRIORS

UN Women has appreciated the 

constant efforts in the UAE to safeguard 

the rights of women. In March 2021, it 

said in an official statement: “The UAE 

has made significant strides towards 

equality and leads the MENA region in 

women’s empowerment, particularly 

given the recent legislations that offered 

women more rights and better protection.” 

Even as the pandemic raged across 

the country, women doctors turned into 

frontline warriors and women teachers 

swiftly helped students transition to online 

classes and continue their education. 

The female workforce, at home and in 

public, has been hard at work as the nation 

attempts to get back on its feet and maintain 

a healthy and cohesive social structure.
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The UAE woman is a glass-ceiling breaker in the workforce and worthy 

of tremendous respect. But the national culture has equal regard for the 

woman who is a homemaker and is raising her children to be good citizens.

Mothers, whose work is unseen and limited to the privacy of the domestic 

space, are considered amongst the most important people in the country. 

When HE Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Cabinet Member and 

Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence, inaugurated the international 

conference ‘Role of Mothers in Fostering Values of Tolerance and 

Coexistence in Young Generations’ in March 2021, he reminded listeners 

that Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, Chairwoman of the 

General Women’s Union, Supreme Chairperson of the Family Development 

Foundation, and President of the Supreme Council for Motherhood and 

Childhood, has always believed that societies succeeded best when mothers 

and fathers raised children together by uniting their knowledge, skills, 

insights, and energy.

The conference themes included the role of mothers in passing down the 

cultural values of the Emirates, such as tolerance and coexistence. The UAE 

is also the first Arab country to have paternity leave in the private sector, 

besides a three-day paternity leave for government employees, an effort to 

involve fathers in active childcare.

ARE ONLY GLASS CEILING-BREAKERS IMPORTANT?

FEMALE ROLE MODELS OF THE UAE

Some of the well-known women in the 

UAE are on the leadership spectrum — HH 

Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, known as the 

Mother of the Nation, is a tireless advocate 

of women’s rights in the country and 

internationally; HE Sheikha Lubna bint Khalid 

Al Qasimi, Minister of State for Tolerance; HE 

1st
UAE’s rank in the MENA region on 

women’s economic participation, as 

per World Bank

95.8 per cent
Literacy rate amongst UAE women, 

according to UAE Gender Balance 

Council

70 per cent
Share of women amongst the UAE’s 

university graduates, according to 

UAE Gender Balance Council

THE NUMBERS

Sarah bint Yousif Al Amiri, Minister of State 

for Advanced Sciences and, as Chairperson 

of the Mohammed bin Rashid Space Centre, 

the youngest head of a space agency in the 

world; HE Shamma bint Suhail bin Faris Al 

Mazrouei, Minister of State for Youth, who 

was 22 when she became a minister in 

2016; and HE Reem bint Ebrahim Al Hashimi, 

Minister of State and Director General of the 

World Expo bureau.

Then, there are Zahra Lari, a figure 

skater who’s altering the image of 

sportspersons in hijab; Her Highness 

Sheikha Mozah Al Maktoum, the first 

Emirati woman to become a commercial 

pilot as well as to serve as a helicopter 

pilot with Dubai Police; Her Highness 

Sheikha Mariam bint Khalifa bint Saif Al 

Nahyan, a famous jewellery designer; and 

Nayla Al Khaja, an acclaimed filmmaker.

The women who haven’t made news 

— yet — are also contributing to nation-

building daily. According to UAE Gender 

Balance Council, they make up 70 per 

cent of the UAE’s university graduates. 

Around 77 per cent have degrees in 

computer sciences, while 44 per cent are 

engineers. The literacy rate amongst UAE 

women, at 95.8 per cent, is one of the 

highest in the world, a huge leap from the 

31 per cent it was in 1975.

There are women in boardrooms, too, 

as the UAE requires every company and 

government organisation to have women 

on their Board of Directors. 

Women are also a part of traditional 

male bastions such as the police and civil 

defence. Two years ago, the first group 

of certified Emirati women firefighters 

graduated from a Women Firefighting 

Course in Sharjah. These pioneering 

women are putting out building blazes 

alright, but they’re also setting their sisters’ 

career ambitions on fire.

GENDER

The UAE has 
made significant 

strides towards equality 
and leads the MENA 
region in women’s 
empowerment, 
particularly given the 
recent legislations 
that offered women 
more rights and better 
protection

— UN Women 
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CONSUMER TREND

WHAT’S 
IN YOUR 
BASKET 
TODAY?

BY SANCHITA GUHA

ABOUT 75 PER CENT OF UAE CONSUMERS HAVE BEEN COMPELLED TO 

CHANGE THEIR PROVISION PURCHASE HABITS FOLLOWING THE COVID-19 

PANDEMIC, SAYS A NEW SURVEY. 999 MEETS UAE EXPATS TO FIND OUT 

THEIR SPENDING HACKS TO MAKE EACH DIRHAM STRETCH
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N
ecessity is the mother of many 

things — invention, innovation, 

determination, restriction — and 

in post-pandemic UAE, that means a 

more focused grocery list and much less 

food wastage in households, going by 

how expats say they’ve been rethinking 

their shopping. Though this consumer 

trend comes on the back of a global 

public health crisis, it is a step in the right 

direction, one that His Highness Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 

had urged the country to take just over a 

year ago.

The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted 

or compelled 75 per cent of consumers in 

the UAE to revise their shopping habits, 

according to the Middle East and North 

Africa analysis of the YouGov survey 

‘International FMCG/CPG Report 2021: 

Consumer goods in a crisis’, published 

recently. Three in every four UAE consumers 

answered “agree” to the survey statement 

“My shopping habits have changed 

because of the pandemic”. More than half 

the respondents, or 54 per cent, said in the 

survey that they planned to use more online 

shopping and delivery services. 

Digging deeper, 999 tries to understand 

exactly what these changed habits mean 

at the family unit level and what are the 

new priorities of UAE consumers.

We’ve asked some expats about how 

they look at supermarket store shelves 

or online grocery catalogues in the wake 

of the life-changing event that COVID-19 

has been for everyone across the world. 

While millions have had their physical 

health and mental health impacted, the 

number of people financially impacted 

runs into billions. That calls for a new level 

of financial prudence and a more targeted 

spending strategy.

These expats have told us about their 

shopping hacks for dealing with the income 

volatility of 2020-21. They’ve found new 

ways to be frugal and yet get enough 

enjoyment out of their provision shopping 

by simply changing their mindset.

Taking the expats that 999 has spoken 

to as being representative of their social 

and financial brackets, three of the 

major sub-trends in the post-pandemic 

consumer behaviour are:

a) the greater degree of conscious effort 

that consumers are making to curtail their 

impulse purchases, especially of grocery 

perishables that would get thrown away 

if not used within the expiry date;

b) the continued attention to 

personal grooming and a well-cared-

for appearance, with a stronger focus 

on wellness than on cosmetic beauty, 

for the sake of both professional good 

impression and a personal pick-me-up 

during tough times; and

c) the waning desire for frequent 

gadget upgrades — in a country famous 

for its selection of tech toys — for 

reasons both of expense control and 

device fatigue caused by the mandatory 

online activities throughout the day.

TIPS TO BECOME A SAVVY SPENDER

Satinder Aggarwal, CEO of Seguro 

Insurance Brokerage, is an Indian national 

and a financial advisor who has lived in 

the UAE for nine years. He tells fellow 

expats how to maximise their money 

when spending on household general 

provisions, and how to use money in the 

right way to add value to life in the UAE.

Speaking to 999, Aggarwal said, 

“Spending on household general 

provisions is subjective and varies with 

every individual. If a couple wants to set 

goals here, they can allocate a monthly 

amount towards this expense after 

budgeting for non-controllable expenses, 

such as rent, school fees, DEWA, etc. It’s 

important to save, and save with a plan for 

the future. Once the basic expenses and 

savings are sorted, the general provisions 

budget will help one maximise the money 

set aside. Then, the various offers across 

apps, bank cards, and store cards should 

be keenly tracked and utilised for the best 

possible control on expense.

“Regarding discretionary purchases/

spending, one of the interesting things 

to look at is rental accommodation. 

Expats keep on living in the UAE on rent 

and keep on upgrading their house in 

their home country. It’s also important to 

improve your standard of living here, so 

that the entire effort of migrating becomes 

worthwhile. If outright property purchase 

is not in sight currently, then at least have 

your rental accommodation done up to 

your taste, within your budget, and enjoy 

the stay in the UAE.”

CONSUMER TREND

Expats keep on 
living in the UAE 

on rent and keep on 
upgrading their house in 
their home country. It’s 
also important to improve 
your standard of living 
here, so that the 
entire effort 
of migrating 
becomes 
worthwhile

SATINDER AGGARWAL
CEO of Seguro Insurance Brokerage

and UAE-based financial advisor
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EXPAT 
SPEAK 

FREYA JAFFAR
Business owner; British; 
UAE resident for 13 years

VINZOR YEE CONCEPCION
Civil engineer; Filipino
UAE resident for 18 years

CRISTINA MAGALLON
Digital marketing
executive; Filipina
UAE resident for 8 years

Now I do put more 
of an effort into personal 
grooming. Sometimes 
grooming oneself was a 
great ‘pick-me-up’ during 
those challenging times

We now buy/cook 
food that will only fit the 
family capacity for a specific 
number of days or for a 
specific occasion, so there’s 
no food waste at all

If you don’t need it, 
why buy it, even if it’s on 
sale? I got smarter with 
this pandemic and realised 
that I was buying things I 
didn’t need

FOOD: “When it comes to the monthly shopping for household provisions, especially food items, in the 
early days of the pandemic, we were spending more as everyone was home and we used the time at 
home by baking from scratch. In the past few months, with schools back on [as physical classrooms], 

we’re back to our pre-COVID-19 food budget. And, yes, we tend to stick to the same items we bought before, as 
some of the [newer] products we want to try are simply too expensive. Since I work full-time, I do one online shop 
and one offline per week, and I don’t buy in bulk. 

“In our household, we’ve always been careful with food. There has rarely been any wastage in our family, and 
that hasn’t changed.”

GROOMING: “Now I do put more of an effort into personal grooming. The pandemic has made me 
realise the importance of self-care. Also, sometimes grooming oneself was a great ‘pick-me-up’ 
during those challenging times. I spend around Dhs600 per month on grooming.”

GADGETS: “As a family, we are not going for frequent gadget upgrades. It has been very stressful 
dealing with everything online. We didn’t like it at all for learning and work — as a family — but 
obviously that’s something everyone has had to do.”

IMPULSE PURCHASE: “We now think many times before buying something; definitely don’t 
purchase as [impulsively] as we did before the pandemic.”

FOOD: “When buying items for our household, we just go with the basic needs, with less of junk food 
and unnecessary stuff — and, of course, we shop according to the prices that fit in our budget. We don’t 

necessarily want branded products for general items; only if we prefer that particular brand.
“Most of our groceries, we still directly buy from shops; for some household items, we browse and buy online. 

We usually spend around Dhs3,000 per month on groceries and Dhs500-1,000 on other household items bought 
online. Bulk buying is not really an option for us, as it results in more wastage and spoilage.

“Moreover, we now buy/cook food that will only fit the family capacity for a specific number of days or for a 
specific occasion, so there’s no food waste at all. A limited variety of dishes are served to avoid spoilage.”

GROOMING: “Of course, taking care of one’s own appearance is still a priority, and it makes you 
feel good every day when going to work. We’re still spending about Dhs500-1,000 per month for the 
whole family on personal care and grooming.”

GADGETS: “We haven’t upgraded or changed any of our digital devices for about three years now, 
since all the ones we have are still working well.” 

IMPULSE PURCHASE: “We opt to buy what we need, rather than what we want. Impulse buying 
cannot be practised at this moment; controlling ourselves is what we do to lower our expenses.”

FOOD: “With the pandemic and the economic downturn, I became conscious of my grocery budget, cutting 
it to almost half. I used to spend Dhs1,000 per month; now, I stick to Dhs500 (or Dhs600 maximum), buying 

only the necessities. I’ve stopped purchasing chocolates, expensive beef cuts (steaks), prime fish cuts, and canned 
products like corned beef, meat loafs, etc. I’m buying more vegetables now; they’re surprisingly affordable.

“I’ve been guilty of food wastage. But now, we do portion control in everything we cook. We also have a 
‘leftover day’, when we only consume what’s in the refrigerator (leftovers). Giving it away is also a better option than 
throwing it away. Friends live nearby, so I give them cooked food, and they love it.

“Online shopping now is very convenient with purchases delivered at your doorstep. The big, heavy items I 
purchase online, such as rice, milk, water etc. My spending is perhaps Dhs400 online and Dhs200 offline. I don’t 
purchase in bulk as it only fills up the house. The experience of going to the grocery store is still the best, and we 
need that face-to-face interaction, the sight of other people.”

GROOMING: “It’s still very important to buy grooming and personal care products, because you have 
to clean and groom yourself. I used to buy so many, in fact, because they were on sale — then some 
of them expired and had to be thrown away. Now, I stick to one product I like and buy again only after 
I’ve consumed it. I don’t stock anymore. The bathroom is now clutter-free, in fact.”

GADGETS: “I don’t have this luxury of purchasing new digital devices just because there’s a new 
upgrade. I buy a new one when my phone is dead.”

IMPULSE PURCHASE: “I used to have a tendency of impulse buying and it’s a waste of money, 
actually. If you don’t need it, why buy it, even if it’s on sale? I got smarter with this pandemic and 
realised that I was buying things I didn’t need. Now, every time I see something online or offline that 
I’m tempted to buy, I quickly ask myself, ‘Do I need this?’ Most often, the answer is ‘No’. That is self-
control. Now I buy if I need it.”
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TIPS & TRIVIA

BY TIM WERNER

STRIKE A BALANCE BETWEEN PRODUCTIVITY AND OWN WELFARE IN A 

WORK-FROM-HOME SETUP. AFTER ALL, PEOPLE MANAGED TO DO THAT 

EVEN CENTURIES AGO

6 WAYS
TO MAKE

             BETTER
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A
s the world continues to battle the COVID-19 

pandemic, people find themselves limited 

within the confines of their homes. Many 

professionals think that the system of work 

from home (WFH) is a product of the ‘new normal’, an 

unprecedented situation where they live and work at the 

same place. But WFH is nothing new; it’s simply a return to 

an early and long-used way of working.

Centuries ago, during the medieval period, setting up 

working spaces within homes was the norm. It had been 

the practice in Medieval England, where peasants lived 

in so-called “long houses” along with their livestock at 

Locomotive on the street in Cincinnati, Ohio (1930s)

people were 

packed in a 

crowded working 

area, emerged. 

The workers in 

these shops were 

mostly immigrants 

who settled in New 

York City from 

the late 1800s 

to early 1900s 

and often had 

their work either 

near or inside 

their tenement 

apartments.

So, that’s the 

system that has been revived now, but minus most of the 

discomforts of the previous centuries. Nonetheless, today’s 

WFH has its own 

kind of discomforts 

that need to be 

addressed for a 

better work-life 

balance. While 

telecommuting 

saves us from 

transport expenses, 

it blurs the line 

between work life 

and personal life. 

Left unmanaged, this 

will severely affect 

your productivity. Take charge of your time and composure 

by following these tips:

the back of their home. In the middle of the building was 

the kitchen, where labour activities such as dressmaking, 

weaving, butchery, dairy, and tanning were also carried out. 

Merchants during that epoch also did their business from 

their residence.

This practice also thrived during the Industrial 

Revolution, as seen from shopkeepers, funeral parlours, 

and teachers living and working in the same building. In 

the United States, the concept of a ‘sweatshop’, where 

A lady and her child making 
matchboxes at their house garage 
in London, 1900
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An ice cream shop below a two-
storey house at Poplar High St, 
London in 1900
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TIPS & TRIVIA

1

3

2

4

MAINTAIN REGULAR HOURS
One way of having a well-balanced WFH setting is to craft a regular 

schedule of your working hours and religiously follow it. There are 

instances that require you to work flexibly, e.g. you have to start work 

early or work beyond your schedule to accommodate someone else. 

When you encounter these situations, be sure to have enough rest 

by either logging off earlier than usual or sleeping a bit more the next 

day. You can also use time-tracking apps to ensure that you adhere to 

your schedule.

TAKE A BREAK
Relaxing a little is as crucial as keeping yourself productive during work 

hours. Making self-care a priority will boost your productivity and avoid 

computer-related exhaustion and eye strain. It can be hourly, during 

lunchtime, or anytime, depending on the flexibility of your work. There are 

apps like “Time Out” for Mac and “Smart Break” for Windows that lock you out 

of your computer during break and unlock once your break ends.

SET GROUND RULES 
To ensure productivity or keep up your momentum while at work, let your 

family or other people at home know your schedule. Negotiate quiet times, 

sharing equipment, or break time to ensure that they won’t disturb you or 

vice versa. If you live with children, it’s necessary to let them know what 

they can and cannot do at a particular time.

HAVE A SEPARATE WORKING AREA
Another way of maintaining productivity and mental health is to have 

a dedicated working area. Having a personal workspace allows you to 

differentiate between working hours and personal time, thus keeping your 

work-life balance right. You can go as far as having a separate room for work 

or a simple desk that you will only access during working hours.
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T
he American multinational technology company, 

International Business Machines Corporation aka 

IBM, is deemed one of the pioneers of remote work 

in the modern era. In the 1980s, a time when the brand 

was globally recognised for revolutionising business 

computing by producing the IBM PC, which gained 

widespread adoption by corporations, the company 

began installing ‘remote terminals’ in the homes of several 

employees to test the work-from-home setup. According to 

a report in Quartz, “the programme flourished to the point that by 

2009, 40% of IBM’s 386,000 global employees already worked at home 

(the company noted that it had reduced its office space by 78 million square feet 

and saved about $100 million [Dhs363 mn] in the US annually as a result).”

6

5

UNWIND DURING WEEKEND
Having decompression time before and after work hours helps you to 

adjust your mindset, shifting it from work and household activities. Use this 

time to meditate, breathe fresh air, and re-energise your brain. It’s important 

to enjoy non-regular activities once in a while to avoid burnout brought on 

by repetitive activities in a four-corner room.

DRESS UP
To make WFH more motivating, dress in the clothes you would 

normally wear at the office. This may be hard as it is more comfortable 

to work in your favourite pyjamas but wearing appropriate attire sets the 

mood or environment as if you are in your office. Treating your work-

from-home arrangement like a real work environment helps you focus on 

your tasks more.

Did you know?

IBM PC
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CRIME MYSTERIES

THE MAGIC OF WORDS 
Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 

renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

Some words are loose and thus remain insignificant while 
others are simple yet valuable

T
his vast universe is laden with magical things, the 

magic of words being the most dangerous of 

them all. Words can be more lethal than the 

deadliest weapons. A single word could delude you and 

knock you out. Many people use words as a weapon to 

lure others and deceive them. A simple word of a few 

letters can start a war. It is the most dangerous weapon in 

our modern day. Some writers and 

historians refer to it as the war of 

words and some limit it to media. 

Today, we talk about the impact of 

the word. Some words are loose 

and thus remain insignificant while 

others are simple yet valuable. 

Loose words are worthless. They 

acquire value through their speaker. 

A word is contingent on the speaker. 

Some people adapt their words in 

their own favour, heedless of others. 

This type of people is the most dangerous. Their words 

are often deceitful, taking advantage of others’ goodwill 

to lay their hands on what you have. As soon as their end 

is achieved, their word would be nothing but a hard slap 

on your face.

A word can cause social rifts and emotional wounds. 

Deception hits you hard, knocks you down and makes 

you writhe in disappointment. Many are those who 

A simple word of a 
few letters can start 
a war. It is the most 
dangerous weapon 
in our modern day

endeavour to hurt you with their worthless words to 

swindle money from you or toy with your emotions. This 

is sadism coated with the magic of words. There are 

people who make you think they are kind, only to reveal 

themselves as daggers steeped in lethal poison. Even if 

they scratch you with their words, you are instantly killed. 

Their words are loose, worthless, and meaningless. 

With poisoned words, they plan to 

control you, as if they find their 

despicable selves in duping others. 

Once there, they feel weak, low, 

trivial, and worthless. If a man 

acquired this contemptible habit, he 

becomes vile using his words as 

weapons to lure a woman or swindle 

money from somebody. As soon as 

he does that, they totally disappear 

and go in search of a new victim. A 

person who breaks his promises and 

does not honour his word is unprincipled.

Do not be fooled by the speaker. Some women honour 

their word far more than a tribe of men. If compared to a 

man, a woman would turn out to be principled, virtuous 

and her word is decisive. She never breaks a promise 

she has made to herself. She does not take the paths of 

deception. The magic of her words lies in their 

truthfulness. She is worthy of being called a lady. 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

COLUMN
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MARITIME 
MISHAPS

SEA DISASTERS THAT SHOOK THE MARITIME AND 
TOURISM INDUSTRY, AND ENDED IN DEATH OR MISERY 

FOR THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
BY NEIL BIE
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Captain Francesco Schettino lived a decorated life as a man 

of the seas. At the age of 41, he got hired to be a chief mate at 

the Costa Crociere and moved up the ranks until he got 

promoted as the captain of the cruise liner’s newest ship, the 

Costa Concordia, in 2006.

On the eve of January 13, 2012, he led over 1,023 crew 

members to serve 3,206 passengers on a seven-day cruise, to 

visit at least five ports around Italy. One of his crew members, 

ship maitre d’ Antonello Tievoli, requested if Schettino could do 

a sail-by salute, where the ship would sail close to the island of 

Giglio to see their family and local residents.

CAPSIZED PRIDE
WHEN: JANUARY 2012
WHERE: ISOLA DEL GIGLIO, TUSCANY, ITALY

When the SS Eastland first made its maiden voyage at 

Chicago in 1903, it suffered minor damages after colliding 

with a tugboat. Several modifications and improvements later, 

it suffered more listing incidents in 1904 and 1906 due to 

passenger overload.

This led the management to remove cabins and add more 

lifeboats within the SS Eastland – however, the boat listed 

again on its side approximately 25 degrees in a separate 

incident that took place in Cleveland.

In 1915, three years after the sinking of the Titanic, more 

lifeboats had been placed on board the SS Eastland – but 

nothing could have prepared the passengers and the crew for 

the imminent disaster due to the overload; this time, the ship 

had reached its limits.

The SS Eastland reportedly began to list towards the 

port-side on the morning of July 12, 1915, when 2,572 

passengers came on board. While crew members 

immediately attempted to save the ship from tilting even 

UNHEEDED WARNING
WHEN: JULY 1915
WHERE: CHICAGO, USA

further, panic and rush amongst passengers caused the ship 

to lurch sharply and roll completely to the port side.

The ship was only 20 feet away from the wharf, but the 

passenger panic led to hundreds of deaths when the ship 

capsized. A total of 844 passengers and four crew members 

perished in the disastrous turn of events.

CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES
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What would have been an impressive display by the Costa 

Concordia turned into a tragic mishap due to an unfortunate 

turn of events. Schettino relied only on his sight to navigate 

the waters and turned off the ship’s alarm for the computer’s 

navigation system – however, testimonies reveal that he left 

his glasses in the cabin when they were about to make the 

turn. This simple yet critical oversight led the ship to crash into 

an underwater rock, and minutes later, the ship began to 

capsize and sink.

Thousands of passengers and crew members began 

panicking as they rushed towards the lifeboats. This caused the 

ship to list towards its side even further, with some of the 

desperate passengers jumping into the water to swim to the 

shore on their own.

Schettino was nowhere in sight as the Costa Concordia began 

to sink; apparently, he already got off-board and abandoned the 

ship, as confirmed with a telephone call from the Italian Coast 

Guard. He was ordered to get back to the ship to save over 300 

passengers who were still on board.

By midnight, the Italian Coast Guard, Air Force, and Navy were 

in full swing to help the passengers. After the six-hour rescue and 

retrieval operations, 33 individuals died. Of this, 27 were 

passengers, five were from the crew, and one was a member of 

the rescue team.

Schettino was found guilty of manslaughter and was 

sentenced to 16 years in prison in 2015 due to the incident, of 

which 10 years were for manslaughter, five years for the 

shipwreck, and one year for abandoning his ship with 

passengers and crew still on board.
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TORPEDO TRAGEDY
WHEN: JANUARY 1945
WHERE: BALTIC SEA 

When people discuss the worst disasters involving cruise 

liners, they immediately think about the Titanic, whose story was 

dramatically told in a blockbuster movie. However, another 

elegant cruise liner that once served the waters of Germany 

would eventually spell the death of at least 9,000 people.

The Wilhelm Gustloff was initially designed as a cruise ship 

and it saw years of recreational and cultural activities since its 

maiden voyage in 1938. In the early 1940s, the cruise ship was 

repurposed to a hospital ship during World War II, coming to the 

LETHAL STENCH
WHEN: FEBRUARY 2013
WHERE: GULF OF MEXICO

aid of thousands of German soldiers and civilians.

However, the Germans never officially rebranded the Wilhelm 

Gustloff as a hospital ship, and this had disastrous implications 

for its unfortunate final voyage in January 1945. The ship hadn’t 

released notifications to the public that it was operating as a 

hospital, thus it didn’t have any protection under international 

accords.

A Soviet submarine, named S-13, spotted the Wilhelm Gustloff 

on the evening of January 30, 1945, and after two hours of 

trailing the hospital ship, the captain decided to launch four 

torpedoes at it. The first torpedo hit the bow of the ship, with 

watertight doors sealing the area where several off-duty crew 

members had been sleeping. Another torpedo hit the engine 

room, which disabled the entire ship’s communications and 

power facilities. After that, another torpedo hit the ship’s 

swimming pool area, which caused its tiles to dislodge all over 

the ship, leaving heavy casualties.

Surviving crew and passengers crowded towards the lifeboats, 

but the impact of the torpedoes had made the ship list at an angle 

that destroyed several lifeboats and threw occupants off the ship. 

After 50 minutes, the Wilhelm Gustloff had completely sunk 

bow-first under 144 ft of the deep Baltic Sea.

Of its approximately 10,000 passengers, only 1,252 survivors 

were rescued by German forces. Experts estimate that the total 

number of lives lost was at 9,343.

It was a blissful morning for over 3,143 passengers and 1,000 

crew of the Carnival Triumph, a well-established cruise boat with 

a reputation spanning 14 years since 1999. Hundreds of families 

were looking forward to an unforgettable weekend getaway, and 

it did happen – only on nightmarish proportions.

Cries of worried passengers filled the entirety of the Carnival 

with the sounds of fire alarms and visible smoke in the hallways. 

Although the fire was automatically extinguished and there were 

no injuries to passengers or crew, this accident resulted in a loss 

of power and propulsion. But what stood out the most was the 

horrible stench of human waste and raw sewage after power on 

the whole Carnival Triumph went down due to the fire.

What was supposedly a four-day cruise ended up with several 

days of passengers counting the hours until they headed back to 

land. The boat suffered from days of no electricity and air-

conditioning. In addition, toilets began to overflow and 

passengers at the lower decks complained that human waste 

had begun to seep through the walls of their temporary 

accommodations.

These uncomfortable scenarios led passengers to resort to 

placing their waste in red plastic bags, to be placed at a specified 
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secluded area of the 

ship. In addition, the 

crew also rationed 

food and water for 

several days until 

the authorities 

managed to get the 

ship back ashore.

Following the 

media fiasco, the 

management 

decided to fully 

reimburse all 

passengers aboard 

the Carnival Triumph, 

offered them 

another free cruise 

on top of it, paid each passenger $500(Dhs1,800) as 

compensation, and paid for each passenger’s onward travel 

when they landed after seven days.

The authorities later found out that the Carnival Triumph had 

been sailing across the waters with only four out of six 

generators fully functional, which increased the risk of fire 

onboard the ship. The cruise lines had since undergone a 

massive $300 million (Dhs1.1bn) fleet-wide safety upgrade 

following this incident. 
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LEFT ADRIFT AFTER HIS MOTHER’S DEATH AND BY HIS 
FATHER’S NEGLECT, A BOY FALLS INTO SUBSTANCE 

ABUSE AND BECOMES A DRUG DEALER’S ACCOMPLICE 

BY WAGIH HASSAN

TEENAGE 
PEDDLER

CRIME & PUNISHMENT 
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He used the money 
he made from drug 

peddling to buy more 
drugs for himself 
and spent the rest 

on playing, wasting 
time, and aimless 

extravagance

sentence in keeping with the severity of 

his crimes.

Ghazwan, on the other hand, was 

referred to the juvenile court, where he 

was sentenced to be placed in a juvenile 

care centre for three years. Inside the 

facility, he met other juvenile offenders, 

each one with a different story.

Fadel said, “I entered the juvenile care 

centre because of taking drugs, and I 

used to do it with several young people 

like myself for quite some time to escape 

from the misery I suffered at home, from 

the bad relationship, and the issues 

between my father and mother and their 

continuous screaming.”

Kamal said, “I am 16 years old, and 

I was brought in here after the public 

prosecutor charged me with molesting 

Nihad, my neighbours’ daughter, who 

was not even seven years old. Yes, I 

committed this crime. I felt at that time 

that nothing was standing in my way, not 

even my family.”

Bilal, 14, said, “I went out with two of 

my older friends, Salem and Salman, 

to buy dinner. When we got the three 

meals, Salem and Salman said that we 

would go for a quick ride only. When we 

arrived at a place far from the city area, 

one of them took out a sharp knife and 

asked me to submit to their outrageous 

act on me. I managed to grab the knife, 

and I stabbed them, causing serious 

injuries. Now, I deeply regret my 

friendship with them, which I saw as an 

escape from family problems.” 

After hearing their individual stories, 

Ghazwan started to regret being led 

to the murky world of illegal drugs. He 

realised that his departure from reality 

had become his own prison and kept 

him stuck in everything he was trying to 

run away from.

of his father even when his mother was 

alive. After his mother passed away, 

there was even less restraint at home to 

hold the boy back from bad companions.

One day, in the industrial area near 

the city, Ghazwan, along with his friends, 

bought and consumed Captagon pills. This 

was how he became acquainted with Saqr.

Soon enough, Ghazwan began selling 

these pills on behalf of Saqr. He used 

the money he made from drug peddling 

to buy more drugs for himself, and spent 

the rest on playing, wasting time, and 

aimless extravagance.

T
eenage crime is a social 

malady across the world. While 

there are many reasons behind 

it, one of the main factors 

is the disintegration of their families. 

Problems related to parents’ behaviour 

toward their children and the absence of 

discipline at home are amongst the main 

causes of teenagers or even pre-teens 

straying into crime or delinquency. This 

is compounded by the lack of proper 

guidance from school and exposure to the 

wrong kinds of media content.

Let it not be forgotten that people with 

links to organised crime lurk in most 

neighbourhoods, trying to identify whom 

they can pull into their dirty fold.

Ghazwan was one such teenager 

who walked into a life of crime. He is 

currently in one of the UAE’s correctional 

facilities, convicted of drug use and drug 

peddling. He was lured into this illegal 

activity by an adult; the latter trained him 

not only to consume narcotics but also 

sell Captagon pills, which are banned in 

the UAE.

Ghazwan, 15, was completely under 

the influence of his mentor-in-crime, 

Saqr, 26, whose only aim was to make 

money by any means, such as selling 

narcotic pills to school students, thus 

violating the values, principles, and 

morals of society.

Saqr was able to easily entice 

Ghazwan because the boy’s family life 

was unstable — his mother, a good and 

kind woman who was mistreated by his 

father, died of cancer at a young age. 

His father, who remarried soon but had 

frequent skirmishes with his second 

wife, had little or no time for Ghazwan, 

his only son. As a result, the boy was left 

adrift as an adolescent. 

Ghazwan didn’t have good memories 

But just after a few months, a 

secret informant told the Drug Control 

Department in the emirate that Ghazwan 

was selling narcotic pills to a number of 

students from universities and schools.

After monitoring Ghazwan’s illegal 

activities, the anti-narcotics officers 

also succeeded in tracking down Saqr. 

They were both arrested, charged, and 

produced in court. 

Saqr was convicted of drug dealing 

and involving teenagers in drug abuse 

and drug peddling. He was given a jail 
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HISTORYHISTORY

SLICES OF
TRUCIAL
STATES

THE BOOK GULF GUIDE REVEALS GLIMPSES INTO 
PARTS OF THE LANDS THAT NOW MAKE THE EMIRATES

BY DR FALEH HANDHAL

JUNE 202180 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Security And Safety For All

81999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLJUNE 2021



T
he geographical part in the fifth 

chapter of the 1908 book The Gulf 

Guide, written by British political 

resident John Gordon Lorimer, talked 

about several cities and districts in the 

United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia, and Oman, as well as the 

tribes, their residence, and populations.

In this article, we have selected from the 

book those parts that mention the “Trucial 

States”, as the British named the lands that 

now form the Emirates. 

In 1820, they also called it the “Pirate 

Coast” in order to enhance the relations 

between the sheikhs themselves on one 

hand, and between the sheikhs and the 

British government on the other hand. 

However, His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan 

bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme 

Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah, 
Lorimer then talked about other 

important islands like Abu Musa, Greater 

Tunb, Lesser Tunb, Sir Bu Nair, Yas Island, 

and Dalma. 

As for the eastern coast, the Oman 

mountain extends to the sea, and the 

mountains can be seen in the form of 

three parallel groups that descend to 

reach the town of Al Buraimi in Oman. The 

population was from a number of well-

known tribes. Lorimer mentioned about 

50 tribal names and said that there were 

also about 1,400 Baluchis and a number of 

Hindus and Iranians. Many of the Indians 

lived without their families. In general, 

the total population of Trucial Oman was 

72,000, and the Arabic language was the 

predominant language. Those coming Khor Fakkan 

His Highness Sheikh 
Dr Sultan bin 

Muhammad Al Qasimi, 
Supreme Council 

Member and Ruler 
of Sharjah, refuted 

the piracy allegation 
made by the British in 
his book The Myth of 

Piracy in the Gulf

HISTORYHISTORY

refuted the piracy allegation made by the 

British in his book The Myth of Piracy in 

the Gulf.

Lorimer had divided the area into two 

coasts. The first one is the Al Shamaliya 

coast, which extends from Dibba Al Hisn to 

Khor Fakkan, then to Fujairah and Kalba, 

and is full of mountains and hills that reach 

the edge of the sea. The second coast, 

on the western side, is the one facing 

the Arabian Gulf from Ru’us Al Jibal (now 

the Musandam Peninsula) to Khor Al 

Adaid and is described in the book as a 

sandy coast in general, with many bays, 

lagoons, and islands. Some of these were 

inhabited and some were not, the most 

famous of which are Al Hamra Island and 

Al Sunainah Island near Ras Al Khaimah. In 

the distance from Sharjah to Qatar, there 

are a lot of pearl banks. 

Dibba Al Hisn skyline
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from East Africa spoke Swahili.

As for sources of income, pearling was 

the main trade for all coastal residents — 

in summer, more than 20,000 men went to 

the pearl banks, and their villages become 

deserted. As for fishing, there were over 

1,000 vessels, each carrying an average 

of 18 men — in winter, the area residents 

worked on fishing or cargo boats. The 

people who did not live on the coast 

usually worked in agriculture and date 

palm cultivation.

Dubai was the only port visited by 

European ships. In the years 1905-1906, 

the number of European ships reached 

34 British ships carrying 70,132 tonnes of 

goods such as grain, textiles, sugar, daily 

necessities, and more.

UMM AL QUWAIN

Lorimer wrote very briefly about the 

Trucial States, but he then gave us an 

accurate description of the emirate of 

Umm Al Quwain, saying: “Umm Al Quwain 

is an independent emirate whose capital 

is 27 miles southwest of Ras Al Khaimah 

and about 28 miles northeast of Sharjah. 

There is a creek called Khor Al Bayda 

and its breadth is 600 yards, 6 feet deep, 

and it extends 3 miles inside from the city. 

Umm Al Quwain is surrounded by a fence 

with towers and there is the ruler’s castle. 

There are about 1,000 houses, a quarter 

of which are built of marine bricks, and the 

rest are huts built from palm leaves. Most 

of the inhabitants are from the Al Ali tribe, 

with a population of around 5,000.

“Residents of Umm Al Quwain work in 

pearl fishing and fish. They have a number 

of diving and fishing vessels, but they have 

one large ship and this sails to Bombay. 

The number of palm trees is about 1,500, 

and there are about 20 shops in the 

city’s market. Their best industries are 

building ships and boats. Each year, they 

manufacture 20 ships, which is the largest 

number in the Trucial States, and the most 

important place is Falaj Al Ali, which is 16 

miles southeast of Umm Al Quwain, and 

there are 60 families of the Al Ali tribe who 

live there. They own 5,000 palm trees.

“The Sheikh of Umm Al Quwain receives 

an income of 19,000 rupees annually. 

This is from the fees that he imposes on 

pearling. In addition, he works in the pearl 

trade and the trade of rice and dates from 

his palms in Falaj Al Ali.”

SIR BU NAIR

From Umm Al Quwain, Lorimer took us 

to Sir Bu Nair, which is affiliated with the 

emirate of Sharjah, and said: “It is an island 

located 50 miles northwest of Abu Dhabi 

and 65 miles west of Dubai at the northern 

end of the pearl banks. Its length is 2.5 

miles and its width is 2 miles. It has hills 

covered with volcanic rocks, and its height 

is 240 feet. Its only resources are some 

tree wood, in addition to the brackish 

water in the wells of the eastern side.

“It is said that it has sulfur that the 

Persians used to collect, as well as the 

people of Linga and Kanj, for amounts that 

Sir Bu Nair (rendering of a project to turn the island into a unique destination)
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Dubai was the only 
port visited by 

European ships. In the 
years 1905-1906, the 

number of European 
ships reached 34 

British ships 

Residents of Umm 
Al Quwain work in 

pearl fishing and fish. 
They have a number 

of diving and fishing 
vessels, but they have 

one large ship and 
this sails to Bombay
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View of Umm Al Quwain from its lush mangrove area
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HISTORYHISTORY

they would pay to the ruler of Sharjah. In 

winter, fishermen from Sharjah, Al Khan, 

and Dubai resort to this island. In the 

pearling season, fishing boats resort to it to 

arrange the oysters they catch. As for the 

other seasons, it is not being inhabited.”

KHOR AL ADAID

From the island of Sir Bu Nair, Lorimer 

took us to Khor Al Adaid (also spelled 

Khawr al Udayd): “It is a watery creek on 

the shore of the emirate of Abu Dhabi at 

its western end, about 180 miles from the 

city of Abu Dhabi, and the Qatar border 

is located next to this creek in a 6-mile 

course. It opens onto a lake 6 miles long, 

3 miles wide and 6 feet deep. Ships 

cannot approach more than 3 miles of the 

entrance to the creek due to the presence 

of coral reefs, but Abu Dhabi fishermen 

spend the winter months fishing.

“There is a small village in which some 

people of Al Qubaisat tribe from Abu 

Dhabi live, and it is located on the western 

side of the creek and near the entrance 

and consists of about 100 houses. They 

get water from four wells less than a 

mile away, and there is potable water at 

a depth of 2 feet. About 100 years ago, 

there was a fortress with two towers, 

adjacent to it by seven separate towers 

to protect the wells, and the creek was 

generally abandoned in 1880.”

NIZWA

Lorimer moved to the Sultanate of 

Oman and told us about the historical city 

of Nizwa: “It is a city located in the middle 

of the country and close to the foot of the 

Green Mountain, and it is divided into two 

parts: the upper and the lower city. They 

are separated by a valley and the upper 

one gets water from a stream called Ras. 

As for the lower one, it gets water from 

another valley called a trench.

“There is another valley called Al Abyad 

that reaches the city and on both sides 

of it are palm trees, which are estimated 

at 25,000. The city’s houses are built of 

stone and have two floors, but its alleys 

are narrow and there are a number of 

towers and forts. 

“The indigo dye grows in Nizwa, as does 

sugar cane and cotton. The regular crops 

are wheat, barley, millet, corn, beans, 

and sesame. The most famous industries 

are indigo dyeing and making vessels 

from yellow and red copper. The city is 

under the rule of a governor appointed by 

Sultan Faisal bin Turki, and there is also a 

garrison of 30 men.”

QATIF

Lorimer then talked about the Qatif 

region on the coast of Al Ahsa, saying: 

“[It is] a coastal province in Al Ahsa and 

it is bordered on the east by the sea and 

surrounded by sand. And the climate is 

generally damp.

“The capital of the region is the city of Al 

Qatif, located 230 miles southeast of Kuwait 

City, and it is located on a beach called Al 

Sunset over the dunes of Khor Al Adaid

In winter, fishermen 
from Sharjah, Al Khan, 

and Dubai resort 
to this island. In 

the pearling season, 
fishing boats resort 
to it to arrange the 
oysters they catch

Ships cannot approach 
more than 3 miles 

of the entrance to 
the creek due to the 

presence of coral reefs

Grand Nizwa Mosque, Oman
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Qatif Castle in the 1940s (From the book 'Energy to the World: 
The Story of Saudi Aramco Volume 1')

Al Khandaq Castle, Al Buraimi

The island of Qais 
is characterised by 
its historical and 

archaeological 
importance and the 
ruins in it, dating 

back to the Islamic era

Qatif Bay, where Tarut Island is located. 

Mooring in Qatif is not suitable except for 

ships whose draft is less than 6 feet, and 

the marine reefs extend in the sea facing 

the city for a distance of 10 miles.

“There is a castle in the city called 

Qatif Fort, and some call it ‘Al Kut’. It is 

surrounded by a wall and the gate of the 

castle overlooks the sea, and there are 

other gates also on the west and south. 

Near the castle and inside the Kut region, 

700 houses are all built of stone and a 

small part of palm fronds. There are no 

shops. There are Turkish government 

offices at the eastern edge of Kut and 

there is a mosque with a high lighthouse,” 

described Lorimer.

QISM

Lorimer also talked about the island of 

Qism, sometimes called Qeshm, whose 

inhabitants were Arabs from Omani and 

Gulf tribes. He wrote: “The Arabs call it 

the long island and it extends from Linga 

to Bandar Abbas approximately and is 

separated from the mainland by a canal 

about 15 miles wide. The British forces call 

the canal ‘Clarence’. The island is about 

68 miles long and about 10 miles wide. 

Brown hills cover the surface of the island, 

reaching a height of about 560 feet, and 

the highest peaks are at 1,300 feet.

“The population of the island, including 

the city, is estimated at 13,500 people, all 

of whom are Muslim Arabs. Arabs belong 

to tribes in the Trucial States and the 

sheikhdom there is [run by] the Bani Mu’in 

tribe, and there are also Persian groups. 

As for the sources of income, the most 

important is salt. Most of the population 

owns palm groves and arable lands. People 

also work in fishing and making ships.

“One of its most famous cities is 

Bassido; the origin is Abu Saeed. There 

are more than 20 residential compounds 

and villages across the island, whose 

people work in fishing and agriculture and 

raise cattle and camels.”

QAIS

Then Lorimer moved to the island of 

Qais, on which a large Arab community 

lived. It used to follow the rule of the Al 

Ali tribe, including the Al Mualla clan, the 

rulers of Umm Al Quwain.

Speaking of the island, he wrote: “The 

island of Qais is characterised by its 

historical and archaeological importance 

and the ruins in it, dating back to the 

Islamic era. There was a mosque with 

artistic stone pieces, and it had a high 

lighthouse and artistic columns in the 

Islamic style, decorated from the inside, 

but it was abandoned and demolished.

“The number of houses on the island is 

about 450 and the number of residents 

is about 2,250 people. Most of them are 

from the Al Ali tribe [and] are armed with 

modern rifles. The population increases in 

summer, as a result of the influx of large 

numbers of people to work in diving and 

fishing, as well as in growing palm, wheat, 

barley, onions, cucumbers, and melons.

“There are many different types of ships 

on the island, including large ones that 

reach India and Basra, as well as Yemen. 

As for the market, there are over 50 shops 

of different sizes and goods. A number of 

Indians, who are under British protection, 

live on the island without their families and 

work in the shops [and] in pearl trading.”
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GEN Z PHONE 

‘LONG REACH’ LENS 

Global technology brand OPPO is scoring new highs in the smartphone industry with the market 
release of the all-new Reno5 Z 5G, which was recently launched in the UAE to target Gen Z users in the 
country. Complementing the highly anticipated Reno5 Series of all-5G smartphones, OPPO’s Reno5 Z 
5G features superior performance and functionality of a strong 5G chipset, which empowers users to 
capture their everyday lives with photo and video content creation, balance their work efficiently and 
enjoy an immersive experience of mobile gaming.

Engineered with OPPO Smart 5G compatibility, the Reno5 Z 5G boasts fast download and upload 
speeds, efficient streaming of movies, and an immersive mobile gaming experience on-the-go, thanks 
to the MediaTek 5G SoC chip inside. 

It’s not just a smooth performance that is achieved with Reno5 Z 5G, but also a sleek design. This is 
an ultra-thin phone that sports dimensions of 7.8mm thickness, 73.4mm width and 160.1mm length, 
and is also ultra-light, weighing about 173g. Adding to its aesthetic design is the One-Piece Quad 
Camera built into the rear of the Reno5 Z 5G. In line with the design concept, all four cameras are covered 
by a single piece of Gorilla Glass 5 which keeps it elegant and smooth.

Photographers and cinematographers can finally have a perfect fit mobile phone for them, especially those 
waiting for a handset with a telephoto lens to take pictures without the need to zoom and capture moving 
subjects. Sony Electronics Inc. announced two new additions to its Xperia 1 and 5 flagships series line-ups – 
Xperia 1 III and Xperia 5 III. Both devices provide a rich collection of integrated features with advanced 
technologies across Sony’s entire suite of consumer electronics products. 

When speed is a necessity, both models offer continuous AF that performs AF / AE calculations at up to 
60 times per second – enabling users to shoot and store up to 20 shots (20fps) with high precision, accurate 
focus and optimised exposure. 

Dubbed as the world’s first smartphone with a 4K HDR 120Hz Refresh Rate Display crafted from Gorilla 
Glass Victus, the two handsets boast full-stage stereo speakers that reproduce 360 Reality Audio, with 
improved battery life (4500mAh) and the ability to charge up to 50% of capacity in 30 minutes with the kitted 
30W charger – in addition to a newly extended battery life of up to three years.

Xperia 1 III will be available in Frosted Black and Frosted Purple, while Xperia 5 III will be available in black and 
green colours.

GADGETS

SMART STARGAZING

PRICE: Dhs6,600
WEBSITE: vaonis.com/vespera

PRICE: Dhs1,499
WEBSITE: www.oppo.com/ae

Price: TBA
Website: electronics.sony.com

The UAE’s recent milestone achievement of reaching the Mars orbit with the ‘Hope Probe’ and its upcoming mission 
to the Moon with the ‘Rashid’ rover have drawn many young students to the possibilities of exploring space.

The Vaonis Vespera combines the features of a powerful telescope and a camera, essentially acting as an 
‘observation station’ to help parents support the dreams of their children. This revolutionary gadget helps both 
amateur and professional stargazers to explore the depths of outer space from the comforts of their homes.

Users will get to be bewildered; they can view different celestial objects, take photos of these mysterious lights in 
the evening sky, and observe the universe without having to worry about light pollution.

The Vaonis Vespera also has a companion app that allows users to learn more about how to maximise their 
stargazing sessions together with their loved ones to help everyone immerse and make their evenings more 
interactive and memorable.
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BREATHTAKING POV

VR CONTROLLER

FRESHER AIR
The USA’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently published its findings that indoor air quality in 

homes may be affected due to constant cooking, spraying of aerosols, disinfectants and other chemicals, 
which could bring health problems in the long run.

Dyson’s latest air purifier, the Dyson Purifier Hot+Cool™ Formaldehyde Purifying fan heater promises to 
capture allergens, dust, and bacteria and even claims to get rid of dangerous substances in the air such as 
formaldehyde. The purifier itself has a dedicated solid-state formaldehyde sensor with a unique catalytic 
filter designed to destroy traces of formaldehyde in the air. In addition, the Dyson Purifier Hot+Cool™ 
Formaldehyde Purifying fan heater also has several sensors that analyse air quality continuously. It provides 
users with a diagnosis of the air pollutants at a molecular level with results available through its LCD screen.

What makes this a family-friendly gadget is that it generates cleaner air within its surroundings with its Air 
Multiplier™ technology that filters pollutants and projects purified air throughout the entire room.

Ever wondered what it’s like to see the actual point-of-view of a drone from a mile above? 
While other drones usually record and allow users to see its point of view from their 
computers or phones, a brand-new drone created by DJI has transformed drone 
technology with a real-time viewing headset to capture the beauty of your 
surroundings from above.

The DJI FPV Drone comes with a package of the drone itself, special goggles, a 
remote controller, and a motion controller. Using these gadgets may seem 
confusing at first due to their various functions, but the DJI has made it easy 
even for beginners to be mystified with an immersive and intuitive aerial view, 
akin to scenes that you watch in the movies.

On a full charge, the DJI FPV gives up to 25 minutes of flight with all 
powerful features in tow during your flight operations. These include HD 
Low-Latency Transmission, 4K/60fps Super-Wide FOV, a brand new S 
mode, as well as an emergency brake and hover function to allow it to glide down
safely when the battery is low.

PRICE: Dhs5,600
WEBSITE: www.dji.com/ae

From a wired analogue controller to a wireless, Bluetooth-enabled handheld, the controllers of the PlayStation have come a long 
way when it comes to innovating for the needs of its player base.

And now, as the new age ushers in more games based on virtual reality, it is soon set to launch the PS5 VR gaming controller: 
another unique controller that will engage players with an immersive, ergonomic handheld device held by each hand 
independently.

The PS5 VR gaming controller has adaptive triggers, finger-touch detection, 
and other features. The controller itself has a unique, ‘orb’ shape that gives 
users freedom of movement with their hands during a VR simulation, thereby 
giving players unique gameplay experiences depending on the genre of their 

chosen game.
The controller itself has buttons of the traditional PlayStation Controller 

spread across the left and right handhelds. The Left controller contains one 
analogue stick, the triangle and square buttons, a “grip” button (L1), trigger 

button (L2) and Create button. The Right controller contains one analogue stick, 
the cross and circle buttons, a “grip” button (R1), trigger button (R2) and Options 

button. The “grip” button can be used to pick up in-game objects, as one example.

PRICE: Dhs2,700
WEBSITE: www.dyson.co.uk

PRICE: TBA
WEBSITE: https://blog.playstation.com
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Feed your mind with insightful guides to attain business goals, stand out from your peers, and set yourself up 
for a fulfilling career, along with novels about relationships and mysteries

The chair
Title: The CEO Test: Master the Challenges That Make or Break All Leaders
Authors: Adam Bryant, Kevin Sharer
Publisher: Harvard Business Review Press
Price: Dhs40 (Kindle)

Leadership is getting harder as the speed of disruption across all industries accelerates. The 

success of effective leaders we know today, in reality, required them to develop ‘superhuman’ 

stamina. The demands remain enormously difficult as most CEOs don’t last five years in the job. The 

pressure to deliver at a consistently high level can be unforgiving. The weight of responsibility. The 

24/7 schedule. Not to mention the tough decisions that often leave no one happy. 

The authors draw on the distilled wisdom and lessons from hundreds of chief executives to show 

how every aspiring leader can master these challenges and lead like a CEO. Adam Bryant has conducted in-depth interviews 

with more than 600 CEOs. Kevin Sharer spent more than two decades as president and then CEO of Amgen. This book contains 

pointers and tips in terms of what good looks like, and pitfalls to avoid.

BOOKS

Neophytes’ guide
Title: The Unspoken Rules: Secrets to Starting Your Career Off Right
Author: Gorick Ng
Publisher: Harvard Business Review Press
Price: Dhs48

In your first professional job, no one tells you how to navigate your first day in a new role. No one tells you 

how to take ownership, manage expectations, or handle workplace politics. These professional unknowns 

lie in the unspoken rules — the certain ways of doing things that managers expect but don’t explain and that 

top performers do but don’t realise. These rules aren’t taught in school; they’re passed down at the dinner 

table or from mentor to mentee, with the insiders getting ahead and the outsiders stumbling along through 

trial and error.

In this practical guide, the author, who is a first-generation college student and Harvard career adviser, demystifies the unspoken rules 

of work. He distills the wisdom he has gathered from over 500 interviews with professionals across industries and job types about the 

biggest mistakes people make at work. 

Save the bloodline
Title: Realm Breaker
Author: Victoria Aveyard 
Publisher: Orion Publishing
Price: Dhs48

Tucked away in her small town at the edge of the sea, Corayne an-Amarat can feel a strange 

darkness growing in Allward. She soon discovers the truth: she is the last of an ancient lineage — 

and the last hope to save the world from destruction. But she won’t be alone. Even as darkness falls, 

she is joined by a band of unlikely companions such as a squire, an assassin, a forger with a secret 

past, and a bounty hunter with a score to settle. Together they stand against a vicious opponent, 

invincible and determined to burn all kingdoms to ash, and an army unlike anything the realm has ever witnessed.
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CommScope connectivity 
powers the smart building.
Connectivity is redefining how today’s smart buildings serve the people who live, work and play in them.  

And CommScope is redefining how in-building connectivity is engineered, deployed and managed.

Employees, customers and visitors demand always-on wireless service. Facility operations and security  

systems increasingly rely on IP-connected Internet of Things devices. No wonder enterprises around the  

world count on CommScope to deliver reliable, ubiquitous in-building connectivity—making smart  

buildings smarter, and helping to manage them better.

Contact MEAMarketing@commscope.com   
or learn more at commscope.com

© 2019 CommScope, Inc. All rights reserved. AD-13375-EN
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ENVIRONMENT

UAE funds global conservation efforts with Dhs5.5mn

Fish stocks in Abu Dhabi record remarkable increase

The UAE has announced a $1.5 million 

(Dhs5.5mn) financial support for global initiatives 

that promote environmental conservation and 

preservation of endangered species.

Mubadala Investment Company, the Abu 

Dhabi-based sovereign investor, has formed 

a strategic partnership with the Mohamed 

bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund (MBZ 

Fund) to help preserve Asia’s and Africa’s rare 

flora and fauna, focusing on key biodiversity 

hotspots, including Thailand, Indonesia, Guinea 

and other countries.

The three-year partnership will also act as 

a bridge between corporate and conservation 

donor entities to collaborate on their common 

mission of preventing further losses in the 

world’s living resources.

Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak, Managing 

Director of the MBZ Fund, stated that the 

agreement would serve as an important step, 

positioning the UAE at the forefront of global 

environmental preservation. “The importance 

of biodiversity conservation is a priority 

for countries across the globe, and we are 

excited to enter this strategic partnership with 

Mubadala to tackle this issue,” he said.

“With this agreement, we are retaining and 

restoring endangered species globally, thereby 

underscoring the importance of the private 

Abu Dhabi's mission to avoid overfishing 

in order to ensure enough livestock for 

generations to come is showing major 

results, with a significant increase in fish 

farming indicators.

The Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi 

(EAD) recently revealed that the Sustainable 

Exploitation Index (SEI) indicator amongst fish 

stocks reached highs of 57.1 per cent in 2020. 

This is a remarkable rise compared to 5.7 per 

sector in protecting our ecosystems and 

paving the way for a better future for the next 

generations. This strategic relationship will also 

contribute to positioning Abu Dhabi regionally 

and globally as a leader in combining corporate 

and conservation funding to make a tangible 

difference worldwide,” added Al Mubarak.

Amongst the endangered marine species 

that would benefit from this partnership are the 

critically endangered marine turtles, the Atlantic 

humpbacked dolphin (Sousa teuszii), and the 

African manatee (Trichechus senegalensis), 

located in Guinea.

Meanwhile, in Indonesia, proceeds of this 

annual fund will go to help the preservation of 

the Makasaar Strait’s coral reefs and seagrass 

and the Aceh Province’s terrestrial wildcat 

conservation ecosystems.

In Thailand, the partnership will support 

the protection of migratory wading birds, in 

particular the Spotted greenshank (Tringa 

guttifer), and their mud-flat and mangrove 

habitats in the northern Gulf of Thailand, and the 

Smooth-coated otter (Lutrogale perspicillata), 

as well as other freshwater species located at 

Kaeng Krachan National Park.

cent in 2018 and 29.3 

per cent in 2019. 

His Highness 

Sheikh Hamdan bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, the 

Ruler’s Representative 

in the Al Dhafra 

Region and Chairman 

of EAD, said that 

the latest statistics 

also showed an 

improvement on the 

Spawning Biomass per Recruit (SBR), which 

estimated the ratio of the adult stock size of 28 

key species in comparison to the size of their 

untapped stock. Numbers show that this has 

increased from 7.6 per cent in 2018 to 8.1 per 

cent in 2019 and reached 25.6 per cent in 2020.

Dr Shaikha Salem Al Dhaheri, EAD Secretary 

General, explained that the UAE’s strict 

implementation of measures and bans against 

fishing of select species within certain seasons 

had allowed these aquatic resources time to 

respawn and grow in numbers. This, in turn, 

ensures that the country always has enough fish 

stocks at a time when the world’s fish stocks are 

being depleted.

“Pressures, such as the overexploitation of 

fisheries and the acute depletion of fish species, 

have led to a decline in the stocks of many 

major commercial species to unsustainable 

levels, compared to global rates. In order to 

face this challenge, EAD has taken a series 

of decisive administrative measures and 

implemented procedures that will reduce the 

pressure on fisheries in the commercial and 

recreational sectors,” she said.

“This involves improving fish stocks, 

rehabilitating fisheries habitats and intensifying 

efforts to control and reduce this depletion. 

These measures taken by the agency aim to 

achieve sustainable fisheries, including restoring 

balance and sustainability of fish stocks and 

developing the aquaculture sector,” she added.

JUNE 202190 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Ads Montage.indd   15 1/22/21   3:24 PM



UAE study reaffirms COVID-19 vaccine benefits

Being fully vaccinated against the novel 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19), as per a 

recent study conducted in Abu Dhabi, 

drastically reduces hospitalisation by 93 per 

cent and severe cases by 95 per cent.

The Abu Dhabi Public Health Centre 

conducted a study on the efficacy of 

vaccination in the emirate and found a 

significant decrease in the rate of COVID-19 

Dubai has become one of the first cities in 

the world to implement paperless verification 

of traveller medical records related to 

COVID-19 testing and vaccination.

This comes after the Emirates Airline and 

Dubai Health Authority (DHA) partnered to roll 

out a digitalised system to significantly ease 

travel procedures, reduce wait times and lead 

to enhanced efficiency and convenience for 

travellers. The new streamlined verification 

procedure enables secure and faster 

processing times for customers departing 

from Dubai International Airport. 

The customers’ PCR test and COVID-19 

jab status will be synchronised by the digital 

verification gateway during flight check-in. 

The information will then be matched up with 

the entry requirements of the destination. 

The airline clarified that it would only process 

information related to the COVID-19 entry 

requirements of the customer’s destination 

and once the process was completed, the 

medical records would be immediately 

discarded from the Emirates systems.

The integration comes less than two 

Dubai launches digital verification system for COVID-19 medical records

Em
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HEALTH NEWS

infection after receiving a second vaccine 

dose. The study also showed that in the 

event of an infection after vaccination, 

patients have mild symptoms and do not 

require admission to a hospital or an 

Intensive Care Unit (ICU).

The study stated that immunity against the 

disease is best achieved through vaccination 

and adhering to precautionary measures and 

months after the signing of the MoU 

between Emirates and DHA. It is a first-of-its-

kind agreement between an airline and a 

government health authority. 

Adel Al Redha, Chief Operating Officer for 

Emirates Airline, said, “The UAE government 

has been very supportive and is one of the 

leading countries in the use of technology 

and digital applications. This initiative is in 

line with the government’s vision and we are 

delighted to take this step within the aviation 

that immunity is multifaceted and not limited 

to the presence of antibodies. It stressed, 

however, that immunity is not an absolute 

guarantee that an individual will not get 

infected. It is also possible that even if the 

symptoms are mild, the infection may lead to 

long-term health complications.

Senior citizens and people with chronic 

diseases are more at risk of getting ‘post-

COVID-19 syndrome’, the study also found. 

Complications include damage to multiple 

organs that may require long-term medical 

attention. This reaffirms the need for these 

individuals to get inoculated. 

In its latest statement on COVID-19 

vaccines, the US Centres for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) said that fully 

vaccinated adults aged 65 years and older 

were 94 per cent less likely to get hospitalised 

with COVID-19 than people of the same age 

who were not vaccinated. People were 

considered “partially vaccinated” two weeks 

after their first dose of mRNA vaccine and 

“fully vaccinated” two weeks after their 

second dose.

sector to cooperate with DHA in linking our 

systems together to enhance the customer 

experience by processing the relevant 

documents in a more efficient, secure and 

effective manner.”

Meanwhile, passengers who have done 

PCR testing or vaccinations outside Dubai 

are still required to physically provide their 

travel documents at check-in, as some 

destinations require travellers to carry 

physical documents when travelling. 
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21 – April 20)

Aries playwright Samuel Beckett wrote the play “Waiting for Godot”. At one point in 

the tale, the character named Estragon suggests it might be possible, even desirable, to 

"dance first and think afterwards." In response, the character named Pozzo says, "By all 

means, nothing simpler. It’s the natural order." Your power to make good decisions will grow as you take really 

good care of your physical organism and give it an abundance of release.  

 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

As you enter a phase when gradual, incremental progress is the best progress possible, 

concluding lines of Taurus poet Adrienne Rich's poem "From a Survivor" describe your 

ongoing journey: "not as a leap, but a succession of brief, amazing movements, each one 

making possible the next”. These small steps can be "brief, amazing movements" that will empower you for the 

rest of your year. Don't underestimate the power of minor, subtle, regular breakthroughs. 

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Here's a public service announcement for you Geminis: You’re under no obligation to 

be the same person you were three years ago, or six months ago, or last week—or 

even five minutes ago, for that matter. You should begin a period of improvisation and 

experimentation, hopefully guided by a single overriding directive: What feels most fun and interesting to you. In 

the coming weeks it will be more important to create yourself anew than to know precisely who you are.  

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

As a Zen Buddhist priest for 47 years, Kōshō Uchiyama was knowledgeable about the 

power that illusions can wield over our imaginations. "If we're not careful," he said, "we 

are apt to grant ultimate value to something we've just made up in our heads." While 

examples from other people’s imaginations might distract you or might be too embarrassing for them to tell, you’re 

at that point of your life where you could decide for yourself what things have real value to them that matter at the 

present and will matter in the future. 

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

The poet Anne Sexton wrote a letter to a Benedictine monk whose real identity she kept 

secret from the rest of the world. She told him, "There are a few great souls in my life. 

They are not many. They are few. You are one.” In this spirit, Leo, you should take an 

inventory of the great souls in your life: the people you admire and respect and learn from and feel grateful for; 

people with high integrity and noble intentions; people who are generous with their precious gifts. You should do 

as Sexton did: express your appreciation; perhaps even send no-strings-attached gifts.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

Spiritual author Stephen Russell wrote, "Don’t mask or deny your vulnerability: It is 

your greatest asset." That's an exaggeration. Vulnerability is an asset that goes well 

along with intelligence, compassion, and creativity. This high value of vulnerability 

will be put to the test especially for you Virgos during the next three weeks. "Be vulnerable," Russell 

continues. "Quake and shake in your boots with it. The new bounty and beauty that are coming to you, in 

the form of people, situations, and things, can only come to you when you are vulnerable—open." 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

"To hurry pain is to leave a classroom still in session," notes Libran aphorist Yahia Lababidi. 

On the other hand, he observes, "To prolong pain is to miss the next lesson." If he's correct, 

the goal is to dwell with your pain for just the right amount of time—until you've learned 

its lessons and figured out how not to experience it again in the future—but no longer than that. Such a turning point 

will soon be arriving for you.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

You should live a life with the spirit of sharing positivity. Such is what this striking message 

that poet Kenneth Rexroth once delivered to a special person in his life. He wrote, “Our tongue 

thrums and moves / Into me, and I become / Hollow and blaze with / Whirling light, like the 

inside / Of a vast expanding pearl.” Do you know anyone who might be receptive to hearing such lyrical praise? If not, 

create a fantasy character in your imagination to whom you can say it. On the other hand, maybe you do know a real 

person who would appreciate an earthier, less poetical tribute. 

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

Author Aldous Huxley said, "I can sympathise with people’s pains, but not with their pleasures. 

There is something curiously boring about somebody else’s happiness." To that you may think, 

"Other people's pleasure and happiness bored you? Maybe you were suffering from raging 

narcissism and an addiction to cynicism." In any case, Sagittarius, you should not think like Huxley in the next few weeks. 

You could glean useful insights and derive personal benefits from knowing about and appreciating the joys of others. 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Capricorn businessman Howard Hughes (1905–1976) had great success early in 

his life. As he aged, he became increasingly eccentric and reclusive. For the last 10 

years of his life, he lived in expensive hotels, where he placed strict and often absurd 

demands on the hotel staff. For example, if he called on room service to bring him a meal that included peas, 

he would measure the peas with a ruler, and send back any he deemed too big. Have an intense focus on 

mastering the details in the coming weeks—but not as intense or misguided as that nonsensical obsession. 

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

Aquarian author Toni Morrison described two varieties of loneliness. The first "is 

a loneliness that can be rocked. Arms crossed, knees drawn up; holding, holding 

on, this motion smooths and contains the rocker." The second "is a loneliness that 

roams. No rocking can hold it down. It is alive, on its own." Neither kind is better or worse, of course, and 

both are sometimes necessary as a strategy for self-renewal—as a means for deepening and fine-tuning one's 

relationship with oneself. You should reflect and think how either or both of these can propel you to your next 

step forward in your life. 

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

In his upcoming book “The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows”, John Koenig proposes 

that individuals should begin using "monachopsis," a word he coined. He defines it as 

follows: "the feeling of being out of place, as maladapted to your surroundings as a seal 

on a beach—lumbering, clumsy, easily distracted, huddled in the company of other misfits, etc." Even if you have 

spent too much time lately experiencing this “monachopsis” this malaise will soon dissipate and give way to an 

extended phase of being fluidly, brilliantly, effortlessly at home.
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PUZZLES
ACROSS

7 Convoluted tales (7)

8 First appearance (7)

10 Mess up (6)

11 Get rolling (8)

12 Rejected tree (4)

13 Romantic piano (10)

14 Two holidaymakers (7,4)

19 Working quietly (3,7)

22 Potato curry (4)

23 Logging in (8)

24 Unfortunate incident (6)

25 Good subjects (7)

26 Reliable retailer (7)

DOWN

1 Bad-tempered agent (7)

2 Obtaining energy (5,3)

3 Out of bed (4,2)

4 Open air party (8)

5 Paying attention (6)

6 Shock treatment (7)

9 Ineffective translator (11)

15 Legendary runner (8)

16 Notorious driver (2,3,3)

17 Endless dance (7)

18 Accumulated bets (7)

20 Drama machines (6)

21 Disgusting item (6)
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